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MC 
- REVIVED: 


OR, 
- A Vindication of an 


Ancient and Righteous Lawot God 
againlt the finfull Cuſtome and Heathenitl 
Practice of Men, 


Wherein the Unlawfulacls of Eating 
BLOOD is clearly proved by the Word 0: of 

| God, delivered unto, taught = practiced 
by te Patriarcxs, Prophets and. Apoſiles, 


the Church of Cuciit and ancient Ecko 
thereof. 


Ailerted by John Meore an unworthy 
Servant of that God, who! Mercies arc cyerlaſti 
and the ruth of whoſc Word endurcth from gofits/ a” 
ration to generation. 7 dM 

Woercuito 1s Added, 


Short Obſervations upon the 1 1g.PSA LM %. 


Levi. 19. 16, Te ſhall a0t cat Blood, neither {cal ye uſt 
Enchantment s. 


—_— 


COMB OSR :' 74 


Princed for Fiw, Brewſter, ard arc to be*Tald by 
iam Keblew. ite Bookſeller, ar Newpart in the | 
fe of wight 1669, 


DES D326 
The Authors addreſſe 


to the Supreme 
Law <1 CTIs = 


[ Of great and dreadful God 

thou that inhabiteſt Ftexni- 
ty, harrak from above all things 
that are done in Heaven und tf 
Earth, and in «l places, Waaſe 
T brone is ineſtimable, whoſe 2 gl lory 
cannot be comprehended, before 
whom the Angels fland with ſa- 
cred exbliag whoſe Words tres 
whoſe ſayings are conſtant; whoſe 
commandments are ſtrong, + 1 thine 
Karl are hel whoſe mgrc 

rlofting, et be r PIoh aſs 


£ T 3 
© » #6 *.} 


of whoſe Laws endureth front ge- 
neration to generation. Pardon F 
pray thee, all my ſinful frailties, | 
my ill busbr andry of thy mercies, | 
my negle&t of duties, my too fre- | 
quent unſavory diſcourſe, and too * 
much ſinful fulence, the deadneſs of 
my heart and the dulneſs of my ſþi- 
rit, my backwardneſs to dd what 
thou abſolutely commandeſt, 9» my 
oye” to obey the meer com- 

s of men, my too little eare of 
the redemption of time, my coldneſs 
in devotion, the Strezght boundegd-' 
aeſs of my deſires after are and 
heavenly things, my too nneh Bog 
patience under the leaft  croſe, wy 

gh 


too much ———— 


of t by Sons blood wy 
of brotherly love, Ta: Go Bn 


rot 4 , 


. 


. pes Tt... pwn LAS. A Beet ad Ro Fea 


chraty yo. help"td'bear- ye fellow 


ſeroahty burtbens: 


Dy abowe af\nube conſe M 
rele tneſſe of iy prond\ un 
naughyy Þ eart,*which ever and is 
zion 38” ſtartling aſide » from «tbe 


firuightwa y of 3} hy Mobteonrlynps; 


ard yof efits ſtke "PH rfes: Pg wad 
cheiztf*:29 1 {0hl fothonby of Nay 
of Worber Y phmine! whut 

that DMhler me from Hoing thy wal 
17 Jul Fs Frame of ſpiret as b ought 


10 it" wand Vocanfe + ( ory 


2ith)0l My" brats \ oth 
hav WPriſperoWa and anutellne- 


ious" (c ' whichhe ſony ” mW Aly 


cake Nba." \Þ Thang privy ter 
grastouſly to acc mk my whe 
which I have Dll -d to the 
worltl $64 teſtimony of my lowe to 


J thy 


thy. ancient Laws, and bleſſe and | 
ſanftifie it to the, readers that they | 
mdy peruſe it without prejudice of 
ſpirtt ether tothy Law it ſelf ox to 
are the weakand unworthy afſerter 
of i it, and opex the eyes of their ux- 
derftandings thet they may ſee the 
weight and worth, the antiquity 
and permanency. of thy righteous 
Laws, by which, both they and I, 
41d all the world muſt be yjudg d in 
that great axd notable day of thy 
Sous appearance, to whom, with 
thy ſelf and boly:ſpixit be aſcribed 
4lh; hanoxnr and. glory, power and | 
Preiſe, might, majeſt y and demini- 
9, obedientce and thexkagiving, 
words without end. ©. ,* 


Angn. 
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To the Worſbipful , ever Honoured 
Brother, Hugh Jon ny, Eſq; one of his 
Mageſtres Juſttces of the Peace, for ws 
County of Cornwal : And to his Gel: 
wed Brother, 24. John Jones, 4 Citt- 
zen and Merchant of the once famous 


City of London. 


F Aion be the life of Faith /as undoubt- 
edly it is) that man then is deceived in 
his Evidence, that thinks to word out his Sal- 
vation. For the ground of true Faith, doth 
not confiſt in a Verbal confefhon of Chriſt, 
but in a Humble and a Sincere conformity of 
ACftions to his juſt and holy Commands : 
Obedience to the Commands of his Mouth, 
being better then all the Sacrifices and Free- 
will-offerings that any of the Sons of Men 
can offer up unto him ; for it is not Words, 
but Works, that will make any man a Son of 
Albrabam, and conſequently a Child of God. 
If none but the Righteous ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven,the Sons and Dangh- 
ters of Men muſt -be made ſo whilſt they ate 
i this life, which cannot be by Words, bur 
| Works; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

Worl.s : | For thas it is written of Zachariab, 
and Elizaberh, Luke 1; 6. And they. were 
beth Righteous before God, walking in all the 
Commandaents and Ordinances of the Lord, 
blamele/s, Mark, Ipwuy;yon Sir, The en- 
dence of their Righteouſneſs was, that they 
walked in all 'tne Commandments and Ordi- 
'nances of the Lord, blameleſs. *Tis tre, 
That a Behever by the words of his mouth, 
makes a confeflion of his Faith, but demon- 
lirates the righteouſneſs of it, by as of ſound 
Obedience, 

And this alſo is moſt clearly manifeſt; by 
the many ſiveet, and facred,. holy and: und$- 
tiled wards of Jeſus Chriſt (the true and 
faithful witneſs)” recorded in the Goſpel, of 
which theſe following are, ſome, Not every 
one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he 
that doth the will of my Father which is in 
Heaveu,. - Many will ſay to me in that day, 
Lord,  Loid, have we. not prophefied in: thy 
Name; and in thy Name have caſt oat de- 
vils, and in thy Name done many wonderfyl 
wosks ?72== (but not works of Righteouſ(- 
a then will I profeſs unto them, I ne- 
ver knew you,: depart , from me ye that== 
- work== injquity, Ada. 7, 21,22, 23. If 
ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do 
thems Jobs 13. 17. Bleſſed are they that on 

is 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


his Commandments, that they may have righ 
tothe Tree of Life, and may enter in through 
the Gates into the City, Kev. 22. 14. From 
the Teſtimony of theſe ſacred Writings, it is 
evident, that the promiſes of Eternal life, 
are iſſued forth to thie Sons of men, upon con- 
dition of harkning to Chrilt's Voice , and 
obeying his Commands, according to theſe 
other Tetimonies, Aits 3.22. For Moſes 
truly ſaid unto the Fathers, a Prophet thall 
the Lord your God raife up unto you of your 
Brethren, like unto mc, him (hall ye hear in 
all things, whatſoever he ſhall fay unto yoo. 
And it ſhall come to paſs , 'that that foul 
which will not hearken unto that Prophet, 
ſhall be cut off from amooyſt: his people. 
And what this great Prophet hath (aid con- 
cerning mans future happineſs, hear his own 
words, Luke 6. 46, And y call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 1 
ſay.  Whyoſoever cometh to me, and heareth 
my ſayings and doth them, I will ſhew you 
to whom he 15 like; he 1s like, a man which 
buile an Houſe, and digged/ deep, and laid 
the foundation on a Rock , and when the 
Flood aroſe, the Stream beat vehemently up- 
on the Houſe, but could not ſhake it, for it 
was founded upon 2 Rock : But he: that hear- 
eth my words and doth them not, 1s like'k 
man that without a foundation, built an Houſe 

WpPOn 


The Epiſtile Dedicatory, 

pon the Earth, againſt which the Stream did 
beat vehemently , and immediately ut fell, 
aad the cuine of that Houſe was great. And 
elſewhere, Fobn 14. 21. He that hath my 
Commandments and keepeth them, he it 1s 
that loveth me, and he that loveth me, (hall 
be loved of my Father ; and we will come 
unto him , and make our abode -with bim. 
This is the method of Gods mind and Will, 
throughout the - whole Body of Sacred Writ, 
unto Which whoſoever will not conform, he 
is never like to ſee the Face of God, to the 
comfort of his foul, Now amongſt the reſt 
of Gods moſt Sacred Laws, and juſt Com- 
mands, which (under every diſpention of his 
Mind to the' ſons of men, both betore the 
Law, under the Law, and fince the Law) 
he hath commanded Rrialy to be obſerv'd and 
_ Abſtinence from cating Blood, is one. 

ich any man (not wedded to his own 
will) that ſhall read this Book throughout, 
may eakly diſcern, which 1 have with httle 
labour Compoſed; and for this end, Dedi- 
cated to your - worthy ſelves , that you may 
perfeQly underſtand the grounds of my Faith, 
refuſing to: defile- my Conſcience by eating 
(contrary-to the-Law of God) the Life-blood 
of any Creature; which upon your ſerious 
and wiſe peruſal, you ſhall find to be atteſted 


dy no other evidences, then what have pro- 
| cceded 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
ceeded from the Living, Eternal, and onely 
FViſe God, Unto whoſe Grace and Favour, 
both in this life, and in the. life to come, I 
unfeignedly recommend you both, together 
with all your moſt worthy and numerous Rela« 
tions, With this Subſcription, that I am 


Written from Weſt- Yor well 
Cows, in the Ifte of 
Wight, nnworthy Brotber and 
Servants X - 
7. 


Ee, . 
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tet lots hethnts 
A AER 


To myewer Hunauredy Prudeat, and Ver- 
twous Siſter, Mrs. Dorothy Jones, 
a Religious Branch of the ſame Pa- 
mly. | 


. 
. 


Iſter, when firſt our great Creator did, 

g Give Fleſh ro man to cat 3 he Blood torbid, 
Concerning which, his juſt Commands are ſuch, 

*Tixfin to cat, a Demy fin ro touc!, 
OurAvfuſ Parents ac the firſt did crave, 
What God reſery'd, and ro himſelf did ſave. 
And we like (nfl Oit-!{prings trom his Loinss 
Preſume to cat, what he himſelf cejoyns 
We ſhall not exc; Ah, curſcd finful Nature, 
That dare contend ang ftrive with its Creator. 
Nay we arc worſe thcn they, if worſe may be, 
For they when they had caren of the Tree, 
Confeſt their fin, onely the guilt they'd places 
Upon the Serpent * But we to his face | 
Do plead againſt his law, as if not good, 
And fodefying him do cat that Blood. _= 
Which our Fore-Fathers durſt not dare to do, 
For fear Gods ar.ger ſhould thereon enſue. 
How can ir ſtand with perfeR Rightcouipeſs, 
So hem a Law, thas daily to tranſgyels ? 
Did God give ma: his Laws ? and not expect 
He ſhould obediently on them reflect. 
With all his heart > and exerciſe his Feety ; 
To crea thoſe anticuc Paths, which once were Lweets 


To thoſe who"ohec were conneed wghreous men 51s, 
How comes it now'te paſs ? From-whence, or when 
Did the Almighty null, or elſe make void - 
Mis facred Laws ? Neyer, fort can'c be ſaid, 

Or proy'd by lacred Writ, It therefore ſtands 

Stili unrepeal'd, amongſt his Juſt Commands. 
Which I afirm, as þ have done before, 

And to the (ame, ſublcribe my Name 


Tobn Mare, 


'STEEEETDSS: 


MOTOR ODS ST IRAN IVE SIE VAVS DIE 


To the Impartial and 


unbiaſſed Reader, Pcace from God and 
an underſtanding Heart be multi- 
plyed, and given, 


f _ the reft of the Sons of Men 

but by their publick Teftimony, 
have declared their of em unto and apyro- 
bation of the permanency of thoſe righteous 
Laws which the only wiſe God, for the honor 
of his Name did ftrifly injojn our fore-fa- 
thers to obſerve and leep for the well-being 
of them and their ſeed after them throu; h: 
out all generations, I have adventured to 
intrude my unworthy ſelf for one, 1 believe 
many of you will paſi hard and uncharitable 
Cenſures upon me for it, 1 expeft no leſſe, 
and So howe before hand arm'd my 
ſelf with a reſolution (cap a pe) to receive 
all the ſbafts that ſbal by any bands tethrown 
«gatnſt me, aud to endure tham with pati- 
Wee, 


The Epiſtle to the Readcr. 


Pnce, beeauſe 1 kuow whoſe word it is that 
T have grounded my faith and prafiice up- 
0n, I hkewiſe am aſjared that [ ſkall have 
many exemies 1n this thing, but am coms 
forted in this, that 1 ſball hawe one friend, 
even God ; whoſe Law I will vindicate 4- 
yairſt all, that contemn it, for what wil it 
profit, if all the world be friends aud God 
an enemy, or what harm can the enmity of 
the world doyif God te a friend? jit ts a light 
thing to fall into the hands of mort all men, 
but a fearfull thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God ,who am 1 thenthat be afraid 
of a man, that ſhal aye, or of the ſon of man 
that ſhall come to nought: tn brief, every dt- 
ſpenſation of Gods Lams recorded,in the ſa» 
cred Scriptures 1s direBly agaiuſt rating Lood 
& 710: one of the Laws of any one true Chri- 
fltaw Prince that 1 know of enjoyns it;ſo that 
I am ſure I have the Law of God on my fide, 
the praftical teſtimony of man 1) thouſands of 
Gods dear ſerwants,and no Law of any tru- 
"a, pious Prince ayarnil we, and theref ore 10 
#pporent but cuſtomary ignorance, the pra- 
Hrce of Gentiliſm and the Idolatrous error 
of the Apoſtate Church of Rom, 1} any of 


you 


— —_ 


peſtte ro THe REaacr, 
| ot be otherwiſe minded, God 7 bope will 
| | reveal it unto you tn bis 0wa time, and al- 
| 


though many of you do not preſent ly recetve 
it, 1 ſhall not much wonder, being ſatisfied | 
mith that ſaying, of the Sox of God, tu the 
Gofpel, No man having drank old wine 
preſently defireth new , for he ſaith, the 
old is better ; firit read, and then cenſure | 
the honeft intent of 


Your fellow Scryant in 
the Lords Vineyard, 


7, M. 
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(1) 


AS ABS STE 
EEE 


It 1s not lawſul (and therefore ſinful) fer 
any man or woman to eat Rlood (viz) 
the L1fe-blood of any Creatire. 


T « prove this, 
Will firſt produce the Teſtimonics of ſacred Writ 
which conain Gods ſtrickt command againſt its 
and the Univerſal . conſent of the Patriarchs, 
Prophets and Apoſtler, and the PraRtice of all 
the crue ſervants of God in their dayes. 
2+ I will propound ſome Querics to theſe that ei« 
ther igneranrly or wilfulty do cranſgreſs the Law of 
God in cating it. o 
g. I will lay down my 6wn Reaſons, why donor, 
nor dare not cat Blood. 
4. &nſwer the ObjeRions which ate uv 


_ 
| brought againſt the Command, and clear the mi 


of God in clioie Scripeures, which arc commenly al» 
ledged for the lawfulneſs of eating it+ 

$. Propound ſome Conſiderations from all cheſs 
things to thoſe that will not be convinced in theie 
judgment, that it is unlawful to cat blood. 


The Scripture Teſtimonies are theſe following, 


And God bleſſed Noah and his Sous, and ſaid unto 
0 frent 


©——— —— _—_ ® 
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> 
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2 


then be ſruitful and multiply, ard riyleniſh the ea:th, 


Gen. 9.v.1. 


And the fear of you, and the diead of you ſhall be | 


upon every beaſt of the Eaith, and upon the Fowl of tie 
Air, upon all tkat moveth upon the Earth, ard xpon all 
the Fiſhes of the Sea, into your band art they deliver/, 
Verſe 2. 

. Every moving thing that lives, ſhall be meat for you , 
even as the (green Herb, bave 1 given you all things, 
Verſe 3. 


But Fleſh with the Life thereof, which is the-Blool | 


th:reof, ſha you not eat, Verſe 4. 
2. Scripture Teſtimome, Lev. 7.26,27. 


Moreover, Tt ſhall cat a0 manner of Blood, (whis | 


ther it be of Fow!, or of Btaft) in any of your dwellings, 
Ver. 26. 

Whatſocver Fowl it be- that eateth any manne#+ of 
Blood, even thit F.wl ſhall be («t - off from among the 
people, Verſe 27. 

The 3d. Lev, 17. 10, it, 12, 13, 14- 

And whaiſorer man there be of the Houſe of Liracl, 
or of the Stranger that ſojourn amocgſ/t you, that eatetb 
any mauner of Blood ;, 1 will cyin ſct my Face againſt 
that ſoul that eateth Blood, and will cut him off Yom 
amene bis people, Verſe 10, 

Fay the Life of the Fleſh # in the Blood, and I baye 
iven it to you wh%# the Altar, to make an Attoremeit 
or your ſouls, for it is the Blood that maketh 24 Atto«(= 

meut for the ſouls Verſe 11, 

Toerifere 1 ſail wito the Childies of Iracl, vo ſol 
of you ſhall eat Blor”, rather ſhall ary Stravger that (6+ 
J0-neth ano @ you cit Blood, Veric 12. 

And whitſoeur; min there bo amioir you of the Chil- 
dvenpf Wrae!, or of tir Strmnsi's that ſojourn among (t 
Y9v, Which Un itetb a1 catilet'ra y Pert or Fowl! that 

PF :v 


_ 


wwe, *_  <}>_-« 


| 


*® 
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| and Oxcn, and Calyts, ard flew them 08 the ground, 
a B 2 


(3) 

ny be eaten, be ſhall ever pour out the Blood thereof, 
4xd cover it with duſt, Verle 13, 

For it is the life of of r1b, the Blood of it is for 
the Life thereof © therefore I ſaid ro the Children of 1f- 
rael, ye ſhall eat the Ploo4 of xo manacy of fleſh, for the 
life of all fleſh is th: Blood thercg', whoſorver cateth it 
ſhall be cat off,, Verle 14. 


The 4th. Lev, 19, 26. 


Ye [hall not eat any thing with the Blood, ntuther ſhall 
Je uſe Ic antments, nor obſe+ ve Times, 


The 5th. Deur. 12, 15, 16. 
, Notwithſtanding, thow mayft kill ard eat fleſh in all tly 


Gates, whatſoever thy foul lufteth aftcr, according to 
the bleſſing of the Lord thy Goa which be hath given thee, 
the clean and the unclean may tat thereof, Verle 15. 


Only ye ſhall nat eat the bleed, ye ſhall pour it upon the 
Earth as water, 


The 6th. Deur, 15. 21, 22, 23+ 


If there be any blemiſh in the firſtlings of thy Floth, as 
if it be Lame, or Blivd, or have ary if Blemiſh, thos 
ſoalt not Secrifice it to the Lord thy Gol ; thow ſhalt ear 
it withj« thy Gates, the unclean and the clean perſun 
{bill eat it alike, as th: Ror-Buck, and the Hart : onely 
thou ſhalt not eat the: bleed thereof, theu ſhalt pour it on . 
the ground as water, 


The 7th- Sacred Teſtimony, 1 Sam. 14. 32, 33,34- 
Ard the peopte flew upon the Stoyl, and took Sheep, 


vi! 


(4) 
64d the pcaple did eat them with the B'gony then they told 
Saul, (g)iog, the prople fix againſt the Lord, is that 
they eat with the Blood, Aud bt ſaid, ye bave tran ſ- 

eſſed, roll « gyeat ſtone to me this day. Aad Saul 
Eid, Diſperſe your ſelves amogſt the pople, and ſay 
wnto them, bring me bithey every man Ins Or, ard wy'ry 
mas his Sheep, aid ſlay them bere, and eat, and fit not 
* exdinſt the Lord in catiog with the Bloo1, 


The 8th. Sacred Tcſtimonic, Exzck. 33. 25,26. 


Wherefore ſry wito them, thus ſaith the Lord God, 
ye tat with the Bley', and liſt up Jour ejes to your Tels, 
ond fbed blood, and ſhall ye poſſeſs the I and.--== Te 

upon your Sword, ye work Abomiaation, ani defile 
every ane bis Neighbours wife, and ſbak ye poſſeſs the | 
Lazd ? 


The 9th, Ezck. 23 36, 37+ 


The Lord ſaid moreover wito m', Son of Man, wilt 
5 judge Aholah, az4 Aholibak, yer, declare unto 
thew their Abominations,-== That they bate committed 
Adultiry, a1d Blood is is their hands, and with their 
Idels bave they committed Adultery y and baye = 
eaxſes their ſons, whom they bore #10 6, to paſs for | 
thew thorow the fire to devour then, compared with 
Chap. 24. Verſe 9, Her blood js jn the midſt of ber, 
ſhe ſet it upsr tee top of a Rack, ſbe poured it nat upon 
the graxns to couer it with duſt, 


The 10th, Wiſd. In3. 3z 4) 1 6. 


For it was thy will ts deſtroy by the bmds of onr Fa« 
thers, to thoſe ol1 In'abitents of. thy boly L1nd, whom 
thes batedſt for doing maſt 6div4; works of pm 


Om — ———— 


(s) 
and wick.d Sacrifices ; and alſo thoſe mercileſs aelſy- 
ers of Childrer, and devowers of Mani*fleſh, 

Braſts of Blood, 'Vith their Priefts out of the midſt of . 
their Idolatrons crow, and the Parints that killed wi 
their ow4 band, ſoul: deſtitute of help, 


The tith. Teftimonic, ARs 15, 


Verſe 32. Then it pleaſed the Apoſiles ard Eldrrg, 
wi'h th: whole Chusch, to ſend choſen wen of their own 
conprny to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, namely 
Judas frnumid Barſabas, azd Silas, chief men among 


_ tie Br thren, 


Verſe 23. Ad wrote Lettcr; by them after this man- 
ney, the Anoſtler, and Riders, ani Brethren, ſerd greet- 
ite wato the B tthren which ave of the Gentiles in Anti» 
ech, in Sigia, an1 Cilicia, veric 24, Foraſmuth as we 
have ber that rertain which went out f on #59 
tro-ble1 yo! with words, ſwboting your ſouls, ſayings 
ye mit be Circumciſe! aud ker the Low, to whom we 
gre n0 {+ h commintment. 

Verſe 25, It ſeemed. gord ute 1 being aſſembled to» 
{242 with one accar1, to ſend chiſen men unto you, with 
ar bole d Barnabas and Paul, verſe, 26. Men thit 
nut kata did their lives For the Name of our Lord Fea 
ſu', ver. 27, '"ebate ſ-nt they fore Judas and Silas, 
who Hill iſo tell youu thee ſane things by moth, 

Verſe 23. For it ſ' emed 190 ! to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to u*, fo ly 4tor you "a peter butthen then theſe things 
neceſſa y, v:t, 29. Thit ye abſtain from mcats fe: £1 
wnto 1g'sy, a1 from Bloo4, anti from things Stravgled, 
and from Fornicatio', from which, if ye keep your ſelves, 
Fe ſhill da well, Fae ye well, 

Verie 30 Sowhen thy w'-t diſmiſſed, rhey tame to 
Antioch, + d 1hen thy k'd githered the multitide toe 
gitby, they 4:!;e ried te Epiltle, ver, 31. Which when 
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ad read, they regojced for the Conſolation, 
ſe 334, 41d Judis ard Silas, being Propbers alſo 
themſelu:s, exborted the Brethren with mary words, and 
corfirm:d thim. This done, Judas returred to Jeru- 
ſalem, an4 Silas abode with Paul, with whom (after 
they had abode a while at Antioch) be travelled to vt 
th Cities that ha4 receive the Goſpel,>--o= and as t 

went thoraw the Cities, thy del:urred them the Drcrees 
* far tokeep, that were ordained of the Apoſtles and El- 
ders that were at Jeruſalem, and ſo were the Churches 
eftabliſhed in the Faith, and incr(aſtd ia number dayly, 

hap. 16. ver. 4, 5- 


r 


The 12th, Sacred Teſtimonic, As x1. x5. 


As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have write 
ten and concluded, that they obſerve no ſuch thing, ſave 
onely that they keep themſelves from thi:gs offered unto 
Idols, and from blood, and ſrom things Stranglid, and 
from Formcation, 


All Scripture was given by Inſpiration of God, 
and bring profirable for Dofrine, it will be conve- 
nient = 4 we proceed any further, to obſerys what 
Defrine theſe Scriptures exhibit ro the Sons of Men. 
gg very many , whereof theſc fellowing are 
ome, 


Obſervations upon the foremeatiancd Scripts es. 


x. Obſer. That when God at firſt gave unto Min 
the freedom and liberty ro ear Fleſh, he ſraightly 
charged and commanded him in killing it, not to ear 
th? blood. 


®, Obſ.r. That blood was never ordained of God 
to be ſood for man. 3. Obs 


+4 . 
| 


| 
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$- Obſer. Thar he then char makes Blood any part 
of his food, cats ir eirher ignerancly or wilfully, in 
oppobition to a divine Ordinance, 


4. Obſer. That when Ged at firſt gave unto m.n 
this Law, to the intent that he might deter him 
from ſatisfying his luſt in the breach of ir, (v x, ) 
in cating Blood, he joyn'd it with the loud crying fin, 
and high capiral crime of Murder. 


5» Obſer, Thar there is a paralel berween the fin of 
eating Blocds and Ads cating the forbidden Fruit ; 
for as ar firſt, when God appointed Adam his food, 
he reſerved the Tree 1n the a1 'y of rhe Garden, an4 
charged him nor to cat of ir, whil he was yer in In- 
necency. So when God had cleanſed the world by 


the Deluge of Water ; and Noab again, in a ſecond 


ſtate of Innocency, when God appointed him his 
food, he reſerved the Life blood in the midſt of th: 
Creature, and charged him not to Cat it,- » 


6. Obſer. That abſtinence from eating Blood, is 
an AR of Obedience tv x righteous Law, EnaRted at 
firſt by a righreous God, and delivered by Him to a 
righteous Perſon, to be ſtritly obſerved and kepr by 
him and his ſced after him, even to all ſucceeding 
Generations. For as his Mevey is everliſting, ſs thus 
trahof his Word endurtth from Generation to Gene- 
ration, 


9. Obſer. That in this favour which God gave to 
Noah, to eat all Fleſh of Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes, 
and his charge not to cat the Blood ; he puts Him in 
mind of his Original favour to Adm, in giving him 
evcry green Herb, that ſo he might not forget On1gi- 
n1l fin,.---- God in his wiſdom thought good, _ 
to do (9, B 4 Thele 


(4) 


64d the people did eat them with the B'gon, then they told 
Saul, ſaJivg, the pcople fix againſt the Lord, is that 
they eat wi, the Blood, Aud bt ſaid, ye have tran [= 

eſſed, roll « gyeat ſtone to me this day. And Saul 
aids Diſperſe your ſeluts amomgſt the piople, and ſay 
wnto them, bring me hither every mai hits Or, ard wy'ry 
mas bis Shcep, ard ſlay them here, and eat, and fit no: 
egainſt the Lord in catiog with the Bloo1, 


The 8th. Sacred Tcſtimonic, Exck. 33. 25,26. 


wherefore ſay wito them, thus ſaith the Lord God, 
ye tat with the Blez', and liſt up Jour gjes to your Tels, 
ond ſbed blood, and ſball ye poſſeſs the I and.--== Te 
upon your Sword, ye work Abomiaation, an1 defile 
every one bis Neighbours wife, and (bak ye poſſeſs the 
Laid ? 


The 9th, Ezck. 23 36, 37» 


The Lord ſaid moreoucy wito m', Soy of Man, wilt 
!bes judge Aholah, a4 Aholibak, yer, deflare unto 


thew their Aboninations,o-<- That they bate committed | 


Adwltiry, a14 Blood is is their hands, and with their | 
Idels have they committed Adwltiry y and baye y | 


tanſei their ſong, whom they bore #110 xc, t0 paſs for 
thew therow the fire to devour then, compared with 
Chap. 24. Verſe 9, Her bloed js in the midſt of ber, 
ſhe ſet it upos t'ie top of a Rock, ſhe poured it nat upon 
the grexns to couer it with duſt, 


The 10th, Wiſd, I3. 3s 4 s, 6 


For it was thy will to deſtroy by the bmds of our Fa« 
thers, to thoſe ol1 Invabitents of thy boly L1nd, whom 
they batedſt for doing maſt 6div4: works of py 


—_— Jv. > WW 
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ard wickid Sacrifices ; and alſe thoſe mercileſs aly- 
ers of Childrer, and devowers of Man i-fleſh, 

Braſts of Blood, 'Vith their Priefts out of the midſt of . 
their Idolatrons crew, and the Partints that killed wi 
thcir ow4 band, ſouls deftitute of help, 


The rith. Teftimonice, As x5, 


Verſe 2. Then it pleaſed the Apoſiles ard Eldrrs, 
with th: whole Chuscb, to ſend choſen wen of their own 
_ to Antioch, with Paul nd Barnabas, namely 
Judas frnimid Barſabas, aud Silas, chief men among 


_ 8ie By thren, 


Verſe 23. Aid wrote Letters by them after this man 
ney, the Anoſtles, and Riders, ani Brethren, ſerd greet- 
ine wato the B tthren which ave of the Gentiles in Anti» 
ech, in Sigia, an! Cilicia, veric 24. Foraſmuth as we 
have ber that 'trtain which went out f on #5» bave 
troble1 yo with wards, ſwb!rting your ſouls, ſayings 
ye mit be Circunciſel! ard keen the Law, to whom we 
grre n0 ſv communtment. 

Verſe 25, It ſremed. pond ute ns being aſſembled to» 
ger ver with one accart, to ſend chiſer men unto you, with 
mar bir: d Barnabas and Paul, verſe, 26. Men thit 
ne kata did thtir lives for th: Name of our Lord Fea 
ſur, ver. 27, ""eba:e ſ-nt they fore Judas and Silas, 
who Hill alſo 1 you the ſane things by moth, 

Verſe 23. Fw it-ſ' emed 200 ! to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to us, fo ly 1701 you "a peter buthen then theſe things 
neceſſs y, v:t. 29. Thit ye abſtain from meats fe: e1 
wnto 19's, a1 yo Bloot, ant from things Straxgled, 
and from Fornicatio, from which, if ye keep your ſetver, 
Je ſhill do well, Fre ye well, 

Verie 30 Sowhen thy w + diſmiſſed, rhey tame to 
Antioch, + 4 1hen they h'd4 1 thered the multitide toe 
geht, they #rlinr ed the Epiltle, ver, 31. Which when 
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ad read, they rejojeed for the Conſolation, 
erſe 33, 41d Judis ard Silasy being Prophet; alſo 
themſelv:s, exborted the Brethren with mary words, and 
corfirm:d thim. This done, Judas returred to Jeru- 
ſalem, and Silas abode with Paul, with whom (after 
they had abode a while at Antioch) be travelled to 


x 


th Cities that ha1 receiuei the Goſptly»=<o= and as t 

went thorow the Cities, thy del:urred them the Drcrees 

far to keep, that were ordained of the Apoſtles and El 

"ders that were at Jeruſalem, and ſo were the Churches 

Cages in the Faith, and incr{aſtd ia number dayly, 
hap. 16. ver. 4, F- 


The 12th, Sacred Teſtimonic, As 21. 25. 


As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have write 
ten and concluded, that they obſerve no ſuch thing, ſave 
onely that they keep demſiives from thi:gs offered unto 
Idols, and from blood, and ſrom things Strangl:d, and 
from Formcatior, | 


All Scripture was given by Inſpiration of God, 
and bag proficable for Dodrine, i will be conve- 
nient betore we proceed any farther, to obſerys what 
Dodrine theſe Scriptures exhibit to the Sons of Men. 
Doubtle(s very many , whereof theſe following are 
ome. 


Obſervations upon the foremantiancd Striptues. 


x. Obſer, That when God at firſt gave unto Min 
the freedom and liberty to ear Fleſh, he ſtraightly 
charged and commanded him in killing it, not to ear 
th? blood. 


®, Obſ.r. That blood was never ordained of God 
to be ſood for man, 3. Obs 


| 
Se 
| 
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* $+ Obſer. Thar he then char makes Blood any par: 
of his food, cars it eirher ignerancly or wilfully, in 
oppolition to a divine Ordinance, 


4. Obſer. That when Ged at firſt gave unto m.n 
this Law, to the intent that he might deter him 
from ſatisfying his luſt in the breach of ir, (v 2.) 
in cating Blood, he joyn'd it with che loud crying (in, 
and high capical crime of Murder. 


5. Obſer. That there is 2 paralel berween the fin of 
eating Blocds and Adms cating the forbidden Fruit z 
for as ar firſt, when God appointed Adam his food, 
he reſerved the Tree 1n the 1 'y of the Garden, an4 
charged him nor to cat of it, whil he was yer in In- 
necency. So when God had cleanſed the world by 


the Deluge of Water; and Noab again, in a ſecond 


ſtate of Innocency, when God appointed him his 
food, he reſerved the Life blood in the midſt of th: 
Crearure, and charged him not to Car it,-- - 


6. Obſer. That abſtinence from cating Blood, is 
an At of Obedience tv x righteous Law, EnaRted at 
firſt by a righreous God, and delivered by Him to a 
righteous Perſon, to be ſtrictly obſerved and kept by 
him and his ſced after him, even to all ſucceedin 
Generatiens. For as his Mevey is everliſting, ſs this 
trahbof his Word endurtth from Geatration to Gene- 
ration, 


9. Obſer. That in this favour which God gaye to 
Noah, to eat all Fleſh of Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes, 
and his charge not to ear the Blood ; he puts Him in 
mind of his Original favour to Adm, in giving him 
every green Herb, that ſo he might nor forget Or1gi- 
n1l fin,.---- God in his wiſdom thought good, wer. 3. 
to do (9, B 4 Thele 


(B) 


e Obſervations arc clear from the Primitive 
inſtitution of this Ordinance. 


From righteous Noah, I will deſcend to faithful 
Moſes, and try what we can obſerve from his Writings 
concerning thus Law. 


$8, 9bſer. That thoſe that wilfully io againſt this 
Law, by eatitig that blood which God hath forbid- 
den, is not worthy the name of a good and farthful 
ſeryant, nor like to enjoy an intereſt in the Priviledges 
which belong to his Servants, That foul ſhall be cut off 
from bis propleye=-- Lev. 7. 27. faith he, for he can» 
por be found in Faith, cl1ar 18 lame in obcdience 3 noi 
rue in Faith, that is fallc in obedience, 


9. Obſcr. Thar God will fer his face againſt that 
foul, that ſers his heart and hand againſt him in the 
wilful breach of this Law, Lev. 17, ro They that 
break the Cords of his Law, and caſt them from 
them, have a word againſt tliem, that threatens to 
daſh chem aſunder. 


T0, Obſer, That thoſe who by word or aRtions 
endeavour to cut ft this Law trom the reſt of his Laws 
and Ordinances, had need to rake heed rey be nor 
cut<ﬀF rhemſclyes from the rruc fellowſhip and come 
munion of the Saints of Gud- | 


Yr. O'ſcr. That this fin of cating Blo-d is fo dee 
reſtable ro God, that they that do wiltuily ear it, 
render ihemſclves as juſtly odious ro him, 45 thoſe thar 
uſe inchanements, Lev, 19. 36. 


13- Obſcr, Thar the fin of eating Biood, coulery 
the ſou] wth rhe decp tinRure of Logragtuge, my 
0 


— 
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of all ther fins, huwang frailey is moſt monſtrous, 
ligratutude enim monſtriam (ft is Natwray Ingratitude 
is a Monſtcr in Nature, — 

If an earthly Potencare, ſhould give to one of his 
Subje&s 2 Farm worth a Thouſand pound a Year gra- 
tis and free, reſerving no more gut of it eo himfelf, 
but one Acre of graty, and rh. man ts whon it's 
given, thall encer upon char firſt, 2nd cat it with his 
Calf, cycry one that hears of it, will furcly judg him 
an ungratctul wretch,— Why cruly, "1 the ſarme 
thing ber» jxe God and man, ip this thing, 

Gud hath given us every thing of all his Crea- 
eures, the Blood onely cxcepteds and we we firſt 
ſeizing chacro our own uſc, — for theſe arc tlc wores 
of God, Bek'. 12. I5s 16. Thew miyeſt kill and cat 

< in all thy gates, Wharloever, (note the word) 
#.atſoeu'r thy ſoul lufteth after, nico-c ng 19 the bleſfonr 
of :be Lond thy Gel, which he bach givuca tht, atfyen—s 
ye [Lall cot eat the blood, Whit can poſſibly be inore 
clear, for my part I know not, — 


13+ Obſtr, Thar thoſe-our of contempt and ſcorn 
to this Law of God, refuſe according to this Com+ 
mandment, to x our ouc the Blood upon the grouns, 
<ay yery probably feel the wrath of Gd, when it is 
poured out wpon the Sons et men for their Diſobedi» 
ence. 


From the governmene of the people of God by bis 
Liws under Moſes, 'we will deſcend to the inſpired 
Prophets, and begin firſt with Samael, rrain'd up 
{om his Child-hood inthe Temple of God, where 

revealed all his ſecrets. And in his tire we 
hall find this' Ordinance te contirue in force, 
3 Sams 34. 3b JÞÞ J4+ 


34. Obſce. 


. . @ 
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'x4. Obſer. That many knowing people, not mind- 
ing their dutiful reſpe& to all the Commands of God, 
do raſhly and vndviſedly run chemſclyes into the 
dangerous evil of this fin. 


5+ Obſer, Thar the knowledg of 'this fin of eating 
Bloed, is ſo great a miſtery to moſt people, that they 
iuſtife chemſelves in it, as if ir were no fin at all. 
Te bave trasſpreſſed, or as the Heb. hath ir, Te bave 
dealt treachyouſly.— Sanl's words ſound us if they 
were an anſwer to the peoples diſowning it to be a ſin, 


From the Propher $amnel, we will goto the Prophet 
Extkiel, and hear what he ſaith, 'in Vindication of 
this Law, againſt the breakers of it, Chap, 37.25- 


16. Obſer. Thar the (in of cating Blood (as light 
25 men make of it) ſtands upon Record, and is pur 
upon the File, in the black Liſt of other dangerous 
fins, as Murder, Enchantmers, Idolatry, Adultery, 
Fornication, Ec. 


17. Obſer. That the cating of Blood, was once 
an Abominatien in the ſight of God, and I much 
queſtion, whicher thac which once was an Abumina- 
tion to God, can evcr be delightful ro him. 


From the Prophets (who were all of one mind) we 
will deſcend to the laſt Adminiſtration of the mind 
and will of Goo, revealed to the Sons of Men, 
by the Apoſtles and Primitive Church of the Goſ- 
pelymm Af; 15, In this Record of Sacred 
Writ, 6. things are conſfiderable,— 


2. Thar there was 2 general Agembly (or 23 Fuſc- 
's calls [itz a generzl Council) mer —_—_ at 
OT. hs 57 7 The 


. 
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| | 
Jeruſalem, and the third ther we read of after Cheiſts 


Aſcention. 


2. Who the perſons were t!:4t met in this Aſſembly, 
viz, the Apoſtles, Elders, and Church of Chyift, 


3. The end of their Aſſembling togerher , and 
that was, to end the ſtrife and controverſie rhar wap 
berwixt the beleiying Jews and Gentiles, how tar Bee 
leiyers are bound fince the comung of Chriſt ro Moſes 


Law. 


4. Who was the cheif Counſcller in this Aﬀem- 
bly, and that was the Holy Ghoft, it ſcemed good to 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, — 


F. What their concluſion and reſult of the marter 
was, the Decree it ſelf ſhews. | 


6. The Meſſengers that publiſhed this Decree, 
were Paul, and Barnabas, Puudas, and Silas, two of 
them Apoſtles, and the other two chicf Elders of che 
Church, — - 


Whence we may obſerve, 


18. Obſer., That the Antient Ordinance againſt 
eating Blood (delivered firſt to the Patriarechs, by 
God the Father, afterwards to the Prephers, by God 
the Sen, and laſtly ro che Apoſtles, by God the Holy 
Ghoſt, yielded unco by the Patriarchs, conſented unto 
by the Prophets, and by a joyn A ent of the 
Apoſtolical Church, Confirmed Ratified by & 
Sacred Deeresy is to continue a ſanding Rule for 
Chriſtian obedicnce. And therefore it follows, 


19. 05- 
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"x9. Obſer. That ic is not a thing indifferent (as 
ſome rerm it) bur a thing neceſſary, ro complext the 
PraQtical- Righteouſneſs of a Chriſtians life, to ab» 
flain from caring Blood, And if fo, then 

20, Obſcr. They that car Blood, eſpecially of choſe 
thar profeſs the Clriſtiin Religivn, cat it out of wil. 
ful Ignorance, in dehance of a clear and manifeſt 
eruth of Gods revealed Will and Teſtament, both 
Old and New ; and our of a Crois-graindnels of ſpi= 
rit, refuſe to walk by rhe ſame Rule, and cread in 
the ſame Footſteps which the Servants of God and 
Chriſt have anticntly walked in, 


Theſe things rightly weigh:d and conſidered, produce 
theſe Queries, which | propound to the Conlidc- 
eation of all Non-Conformiſts, to this Anttenc 
Ordinance. 


rt. Duty, Whether that Law wiich was EnzRed 
by fo powerful a Majzſty, as of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and wich all duritul reſpe& and rever- 
ence reccived and practiſed by the Patriarchs betore 
the Law, by the Prophets under the Law, and by the 
Apofles fince the Liw, may be lightly cegarded and 
ſer at nought by us now ? 


2, Due'y, Whether there be any more wayes le2d- 
ing to Eternal Happineſs beſides one ? whither the 
Saints of old did not walk in it? ana whether we arc 
net adviſed and commanded to follow their Steps, and 
walk in their Wayes ? as in} Cant. 1»7. Fer. 6. 16. 


3. Suty. Wherher it is likely chen, chat we (hall 
fc down hereafrer with the Parriarchs, Prophers, and 
Apeltles, in the Kingdom 0 Heaven » cxcepr we 

walk 


| 
| 
| 
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walk in the ſame way that they did when they were ' 
on earth ; the ſaine work, the ſame wages ? 


4. Buoy, Whether it be nor a ſhame for Chriſtians to 
ſay, that the Scriptures are the ground f their Faith, 
and the Rules of their Lives, yea, and acknowledg 
them to be the Word of God, and deny to conform 
to it, Quareling, Wrangling, and Arguing againſt 
the Commands thereof. Bur let all ſuch knowy that 
God himſclf will one day ayenge the quarrel of his 
C Ovenant aa— ; 


5. Duty, Wherhet it be not inconſiſtent with true 
Chrittian-wiſdom, for any one that makes a profelſ- 
fion of Chriftanity, ro murmur and diſpute againſt 
that which he is commanded todo > Phil, 2, 12, 


6. Ny, Whether * peſtolical Decrees are to be 
kept by ce Churc;.cs of Chriſt now, or not ? 


7. Oyun, Whether that which was clcabliſhed by 
them, was eyer made yoid by God ? 


8, Outi'y, Whether that which agreed. upon by 
them on Earth, was not contkrmed in Heaven ? 


9. Yntry, Whether that which God calls necefſ@» 
ry, may be accounted indifſcrent by men ? 


10. Outry, Whether that which ſcemed 
the Holy Ghoſt to be cnacted, may at the | ogy 
and liberty of man be chang'd, or made Null ? 


It, » Whether thoſc things which the Pri. 
micive Churches, of the Gentiles were confirmed in, 
are of no value in the Churches Chriſt in our days? 
Aft; 16.497» In, very, 


(14) 
. 12. Duty. Whether we do not dificmble with our 
Lips, and flatter God in our hearts, when we lay we 
belicye one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and de» 
iy to- conform to what they decreed, as they did of 
ola, Pſal. 98. 36, $7. 1{c. 29. 13. 


Thoſe things that follow next, are my Reaſons 
grounded upon what went before, why 1 neither doy 
ner darc cat Blood, 


1. Becauſe ir is an Article of the general confeſſi= 
on of Faith, eſtabliſhed in the Church by the Laws 
of this Land, to believe one Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Church, and therefore 1 dare not confels with my 
mouth in the Church, that which L deny with my 
praRice at home ; for when I confeſs with my mouch 
one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, 1 do at the 
ſame time in my heart believe thar what they tavghe 
- and practiſed, was the mind and will of God for obe- 
dience to' future Apes, if not, we may go lo.kus a 
acw Religion. 

3. But I helicyc the Decree was not fram'd of 
things indifferent, bur of things neceſſary, and there» 
fore not one jor or cictle of it to be abated ; the Apo= 
ſles did not deliver the Decrees of Gods as deceirful 
Chapmen do their Warcs, to abate the one half of 
what they ask for what they ſell, 


3- I believc it is a ſhame for any one to ſay, he doth 
believe one Cathelick and Apoſtolick Church, and 
oppole and deny the Decrees by them enated. 


- * 4+ I believe this Decree of the Apoſtles and 
Church, was one of theſe many things which Chriſt 


told them on a certaintime, they could nor ——_— 
ut 
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but that the Spirirof Trath, Qhould afterwardelead 
chem into ity Jobs 16. 12, 13+ 


$. I believe that the Apeſtles hall fir in Judgmefr 
with Chriſt, co Judg the Nations according to thoſe 
things which they in his Name delivered to them, 
and - thr dare net condemn what they now com» 
manded, leaſt I my (clf be condemned hereafter, 


6, I believe that the Decrees of the Apoltolick 
Church were Pure, Holy, Juſt, and Righteous, - and 
therefore Laſting, Durable, and Permanenr, ſo thar 
I have nothing againſt chem. 


9. | believe chat the Decree was part of the laſt 
Will and Teſtament of Jcſus Chriſt, of which he 
made his Apoſtles overſcers, that they might commu» 
nRicate it to the Sens and Daughters of men, and 
withal he gave his Spirit to them, chat they might 
interpret his meaning therein ; for ending all ſtrife and 
controverlic that might haply ariſe amongſt thoſe thac 
ſhould afcerward ſue (dt Legacies by kim given, Gat. 
3-15, Heb, 9+ 16, 17, 


8, I believe thar the Decree at Jeruſalem, was part 
of the SuperſtruRure of that Church » which was 
buile upon ſa fiem; & Foundation, chat the gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt, 


g. I believe that if che Apoſtles and Church, had 
adjudged any parr of that Decree which they ſubſcri» 
bed at Zeruſalem to be indifferent ; they that carried is 
would not have proſecuted it amongſt the Churches of 
the Geatiles with ſuch vigor, and ſo much cazncſtneſs 
as they did, Aﬀs 16.4, 5,6. 2 Tim. 2.2, Gal, 
1.8, 1 T3. 4.152, 3-4 4 Ti. 3. 10: 14. | 2 Tim 
I. Io, 11, Alts 20, 26, 27, 19, | 
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vr. 1 bclcive chat as the Stetures and Ordininees 
of the L1w of Moſcs, were to continue as long as the 
Law was to continue ; fo certainly che Ordinances and 
Decrecs of the Goſpel, are ro continue ſo long as the 
Goſpel is to cominuey Atv. 3.35 + 


- 12. I believe thar | am bound jh ©onſtience, as I 
acenowledg ny. (elf a Meniber & the Apoſtolical 
Church, tr» vingdicate the Decrees tlicrevr, 


T3. I darc ivr do any ſuch deſpite to the Spirit bf 
Grace, as to endeavour witiofnt warranty © revou 
what was En:&t:d by his Council, . 


14 | dare not 'refuſe ro joyn'with the Church on 
Earth, in che Obſervation of fuch Decrces' as were 
impoſed on them by the Koly Ghoſt, leaſt I ſhould 
be ſeparztcd from them in the day of Judgment, by 
him who fent rhe Holy Ghoſt utrs ther. 


15. I dare not lay any ſuch blame upon the Apoſtow 
licsl Church, as to {4+ chat they did deere any thing 
which was not ſound and durable, * 


| 16. 1 date not endervour the thange and alterati- 
en of what God harh eſtabliſhed in and by his Churclr, 

_ ſhoukd eichavge Heaverr for Hel, or Life for 
cath, 


19. 1 darenort endeavour to Deface, or Demolith, 
any of che Superſtru@ures of thar Church, which 
was builc npon the Foundatioa of the Prophers and 
Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being che cheif Cor- 
ner-ſtone, for ſear of ruining my own ſoul. 


; 16; | belicy; 1 am boun{ to obſerre all things 
: : which 
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which Chriſt commanded his Apoſtles, to zo and reach 
all Nations, as a part of his eafie Yoke and light bur- 
den, of which this Decree is an Appertenance, and 
therefore 1 willingly part ”y boulder to ir, and dare 
not caſt it away from me, tor fear of being a caſt=a» 
way my felf, 


\ 

19. I dare not break a Moral Precept of Moſes 
Law, and teach men fo, for fear of being leaſt in rhe 
Kingdom of Heayen 3 much leſs dare I violate a Goſs 
pel Decree, and teach mea ſo, for fear of utrer dark- 
ne{s in the Territories, 


20. I dare not endeavour to reb the Church of God 
of ſo ſacred a Decrce as that is, which was pour'd ouc 
upon che Pillars thereof, by Inſpiration of his ho» 
ly Spirir, leaſt I Hould be guilty of abominable Sa- 
criledge, 


21. I dare nor cat Blood, leaſt I ſhould prefer my 
Belly before a rightcous command of God, and fo be 
reckoned amongſt thoſe of whom the Apoſtle ſaith, 
their God was their Belly, Phil. 3, 19. 


22, I dare not gainſiy the Decrtes of the Church, 
leaſt 1 ſhould be found of God in the gain*ſaying of 
Core. 


23. I dare not kick, nor ſpern at any of the righ- 
tcous Decrees of God, leaſt I ſhould tumble and fall, 
and break the neck of my ſoul, 


24. I am afraid cf over-looking,or looking a ſquine 
upnR any of the righteous Judgments of God, leaſt he 
hide the light of his Countenance for ever from my 


foul, 
C 235. 1 
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'35. 1 dare net turn aſide my feer from following the 
anticnt foorſteps of the Flock, 1:aſt they ſhould car» 
ry me 1:09 Perdicion. 


26, 1 dare not endeavou? to remove the antiene 
Bounds, and Landmarks of the Church, leaſt 1 ſhould 
Loſe a ſhare of an Inheritance with them hercattcr, 


25. Idare not ſo much as open my mouth to ſpeak 
againſt any thing that was decreed by the Church, 
leaſt I ſhould be deprived of the happineſs, to ſing 
praiſes wich chem hereafter. 


28, Iam afraid of adding to, or taking away any 
thing from the Decrees of the Church of Chriſt, 
leaſt he rake my part our of the Book of Life, and add 
ro my ſoul eternal plagues, 


29 I dare not wrangle againſt, nor fall our with 
the Decrees of the Apoſtolical Church, leaſt I ſhould 
fall into the hands of the living God, 


3o. I dare not deny the Authority of the Floly 
Ghoſt, nor refiſt his Power, nor ſlight his Counſel, 
leaſt I ſhould in ſome degree fin againſt him, 


31- I dare not find the leaſt fault with any thing 
that was aRed, and dobe by advice of the Holy Choſt, 
leaſt all my own faules ſhoald be charged npon me, 
in the Day of Account. 


33, | dare not offer violence unto, nor tcar in ſun- 
der any Iecree of the Ajoſtolick Church , Jeaſt 
Ged ſhould cer my ſoul in ſunder for it. 


' 33+ Idaftnot own a partial keeping of Gods de» 
crees, 
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trees, which I muſt needs be guilty of, if I abſtain 
trom fornication, and yer cat blood, ſeeing rhey are 
bound up in one Decree, becauſe God threatens ty 
curſe the bleſſing both of Pricſt and People that are 
partial in his Laws, Mat. 2. ; 


34. I believe that whatſoever is direQly oppoſite and 
contrary to the doctrin of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
is Herchic, I dare not therefore oppole that Decreegleaſt 
God rej<& me for an Heretick. 


35. I am ſure thar the Apoſtolical Decree, was 
contirmed afrerwards by Chriſt himſclt ar his glori. 
ous appearance to John in the Iſle of Patmos, in op 
firion to the Dodrin of Bdlaim and Ferabel,wherewith 
two of the Churches in Aſia.(vid.) Pergamos and Thy- 
atira were poyſoned, I muſt therefore ſtill own that 
Decree, or clic joyn with the other in their abomina» 
ble DoQtrin, Rev. 3. 14, 30+ 

36, I dare not endeavor to pluck up thoſe Laws, 
which God formerly planced in his Church trom the 
beginning, — the Church is the Lords Vineyard or 
Garden, his righteous Laws are Trees and Plants of 
his own ſetting, and woe unto him tar ſhall go abour 
to pluck up what he hath planted, 


37. I belicye that the Decrees of God in his 
Church are unchangeable, unchangeable, unchange= 
able, ren chouſand, thouſand times more unchangealle 
then the Laws of the Mtads and Perfcans which alter- 
td not, and therefore 1 dare not but in heart conform 
co them my ſelf, and by advice and counſell perſwade 
others to do the like. 


33. Being therefore throughly convinced in my 
C 3 conſcience 
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conſcience of the righteouſneſs and permanency of the 
Decrecs of God, whereof this at Zeruſalem was un- 
doubredly-one, I will neicher hold my peace for fear, 
nor dillemble for gain, but both by word and deed 
thew my ſubmiſſion to his divine will declared in thac 
Decree, leſt God ſhould reproye me for a dumb doy, 
' er an idle Shepheard. 


$9. It is che work of Satan to ſeparare & divide thoſe 
Laws and Ordinances which God hath united, 1 carc 
not therefore endeavour to put a ſunder what God hath 
Joyned, nor divide what he hath united, leaſt I ſhoull 
amitarc the Devil in his work. Fo. $. 44. 


40. They that fay the Decree of the Apoſtles was 
to continue bur for a rime, do juſtifie the Quakers in 
eficming the ordinances they prafice to continue no 
Jonger then they lived, and ay that divide them, ju- 
Kite the Papiſts ; for rhey de the ſame, take our the 
ſecond commandement of the Moral, and making two 
of the tenth — with neither of whom will 1 ever 
Joyn — 


47. I belieye that thar Decree of the Apoſtles was 
2 Law that came forth of Zion, and che word of che 
Lord that wen: forth from Zcruſalem, 1 dare nor there» 
fore ſtrike againſt rhe cdge of ir, leaſt ic ſhould cur my 


ſoul in lunder. 


42+ I darc not offer any violence to the Spouſe of 
Chriſt (the Apoſtolical Church) whom I acknowledge 
to be my Mother, either by roving her of any of hey 
Laws wherewith ſhe was endowed, or deſpiling the 
words of her mouth, leſt the black Ravens of the infer- 
nab yallcy ſhould pluck our nay eyes. Pro, 30, 17. 


43+ 
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43. I date nor lay hold upon any thing, and take ic 
x0 my own uſe which God hath forbidden, leaſt I till 
ſhew my ſelf a ſon of the old Adam, and juſtifie him 
againſt God in his original erangreſſion, 


44. 1 dare not enter the Liſts of contention with 
the Apoftolical Church, nor difputc againR any thing 
that they have doite. | 


45. And therefore that which ſeemed good ro rhe 
Holy Ghoſt to be by them enaRed, ſhall never be 
thought ill by me ro be conformed unto, and that 
which by Geds ſacred Spiric under the laſt admini- 
ſtration of truth, was written and indited, h3ll never 
whileſt I live by my conſent be rtzea&ed or fl:ghied, 


46. That which(for believers obedience unto Chriſt) 
was once the Churches relolution, ſhall never by m 
conſent, meerly upon the opinions of men {uffer a dif» 
ſolution. 1ſa. >. ut, 


47. I cannot with 2 good conſcience, obſerve Rules 
and Orders impoſed upon me by men in thele dayes of 
corruption, and caſt off that yoke that was impoſed 
upon the Churches by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the 
times of primicye purity, 


4s. 1 cannot believe thar that Decree was ifſued 
forth upon ſuch lender grounds, as to be obſcry'd or 
not to be obſerv'd, ad h:beram voluntatem hominis. 


49. Burt contrarily, thoſe chings which were given 
and delivered by Chriſt and his apoſtles to the Primi- 
tive Church, were given and delivered to them to be 
obſerved by the Churches that were to ſucceed themgis 
wthe end of the world. 2/:t. 28. 20, 

C 1 (0, 


_ thegreat converſion of the Jews ſhall be wrought, fer 


.: by. cating it. 


hand to deſtroy that Decree, 1/4, 49. 13: 


 thers 60 what they will, wy Soul ſhall till have an 
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50. It ſeems ro me to be an undervaluing of the 
wildome of the Holy Ghoſt, and the judgment and 
conſent of the Apoſtl:s and Elders, to endeayor at any 


- $1, I believe that this Decree, which did once unite |} 
the true belicying Jews and Gentils, and endedall ſtrife 
and controverſic berwixt the Churches of both Nati- 
ons, ought re be had in reverence and cſteem by the 
Churches of Chriſt now,and will be of great uſe when 


the uniting both Jews and Gentils in the unity of one 
Faich, 


$2. The Decrees and Statutes of the Church were 
formerly more worth then Silver or Gold, and ſecing 
they are ſtill che ſame, 2re they now to be caſt forth as 
dircgand to be rejected and trampled undex foot ? let os 


hi2h eftcem of them, and 1 will, and my family ſhall 
obſerve and keep them. Gen. 18. Jo. 24+ 


$3.-Ic is the will of Chriſt that we abſtain from 
exting, blood, and therefore 1 gage not reſiſt his will by 


F4- If we diflent and differ from the Decrees of the 
Apoſtolical Church, and*from rhe praftice of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians we cannot truly cenclude our (clyes 
ro be ſound members of that Churc\,there muſt needs 
be ſome ſcab or irch, or ſome other dilcale upon us, I 
would willingly be a ſound member of Chriſts Body, | 
and therefore for fear bf being a rotten ones and (0 cur 


off from his bedy, 1 dare- not be dilobedient to this 
Decrce, Exc. 34, As 3.22, 23+ 
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55. I am ſurc and confident, that when men have 
wearied chemſclyes in arguing and contending againſt 
the antient decrees of God, yer at the Laſt the council 
of the Lord that ſhall ſtand, and his Decrees and Or. 
dinances ſhall break in pieces all che judgments and 
opinions of mea contrary to them, ang they ſhall Rand 
tor cycr., 


56. 1 dare not deny any thing that came forth from 
God, and was received by his Church, leaſt I ſhould 
deny the witneſs of ruth, and ſo bear ialſc witnels a- 
gainſt God and his word, for che Scriptures are called 
the wetneſs of truth. Deut 31. 16. to 26, FJo0.5. 39. 
ReVe.19, 1, 1%. 13- 


$7, To cat blood is to juſtifie rhe Heathen in rheir 
old dead praRice againſt an ancient Law of the living 
Gud, and ro mingle rhe invention of che Heathen a= 
mongſt his ſacred inflitucions, and therctore I dare nor 
cat it— Hiſdon 12. $. 


FL. I bdlieve thac the decree at Jeruſalem was 2 
branch of Goſpel curh, and therefore I dare not diſc= 
bey ir, leaſt when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come. from Hea- 
ven with his mighty Angels in flaming firc, ro take 
vengeance upon all choſe that obey not the Goſpel, 
ke thould take vengeauce upon me for aot obcying it. 


59. I believe, thar if ic were at any came lawfull « 
eat blood, God hath {ome where or ather by his ward 
allowed and given it to be food, and the {cryants of 


God of old (without reproof} have at ſome time. of 
other uſed it, neither of which can cyer be proov'd» 
and until ic be, che decrce is in force, and [9 it ſhall 
continue in my ſoul, 


c 4 60. 


(24) 


#0. Breepr we will own a univer (al toleration, and 
acknowledge no Golpel-bounds , we cannot deny the 
Rabilily ot the decree, for this decree of the Apoſtles 
and Elders at 7eraſalemywas a dectarntien of the extent 
of Chriſtian liþercy, ſhewing how tar Chriſt had ler 
us free from the ceremonial law of Moſes, and 1 hope 
no Chriſtian upun ſerious confideration, will lay, that 
he is to uſe any other liberty then that wherewith 
Chriſt hath made him frec and c''ercfore in 
fne, I acknowledge my ſelf bound to keep all the com« 
mands of God that are written in the old and new Te- 
ſtament, ſave what I am made Free trom, by an expreſs 
warrant from Chriſt and his Church: for it is no cha- 
rater of a good chriſtian ro take held of ſome ſpecicus 
Scriptures to overthrow general commands. 


Yer it any one under the keayens can make it aps» 
pear by che exprefie word of God in any one ſentence 
either before the Law, under the Law, or fince the 
Law, that blood was et any time ordained of God for 
food to mankind, I will cat it, artd acknowledge that 
I have err'd in al! that L haye ſpoken before, and done 
"1 in my former refuſing ir, buc if nor, then 1 do in 
plain terms declare to all the world, that ten thouſand 
of the ftrongeſt arguments of men are nothing to me 
in compariſon of the leaſt commands of God, or of the 
leaſt jot or rittle of his moſt ſacred avd revealed I:w, 
To fin is natural and pardonable, but ro fin and teach 
ſe, is devillifh and unpardonable, and therefore the ge- 
neral pratice of men, the common cuſtomes of nari- 
ons, the ſelf-pleadings of no FaRtion, the iggorane 
wreſtings of ſome ſpecious ſcriptures, nor the ſubtile 
evaſions, glofſes or miſtakes cf any perſons under hea« 
ven, be they never {© grear,learned and religious, ſhall 
ever moye my heart to argue, ſpeak, orplead againſt 
«ny known law or ordinance of God and Chriſt, _ 


[ 
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If any are yer {o curious as to ask why God ſhould 
forbid man to ear blood, 1 will give them a twofold 
anſwer, from my own rcaſon. 


». That the ſons of men may know thar the living 
God hath reſcrv'd a privildge of rigit in every living 
creature, that ſo man, who 15 dayly ercrciſed in kil» 
ling the creature for to0a, may remember the giver, 
and what it is that he hath relery'd our of it, 


2, Becauſe that man ſhould-not cat that which rhe 
Devils dclight ro teed on, winch 15 the blood of their 
covenant {eryantes, L mcan wuiches, many whereof in 
their examinations, have conicfled rhar their familiar 
{pirit ſucks chem every night, ner at their breaſts, bur 
at ſome tear of ſome :upernatural fleſh— —— Man- 
n4 is the tood of Angels, and bluod the food of Devils, 
God did once in mercy give man the dayly food of the 
pure Angels to eat, but cver charg'd him upon pain 
of excommunicarion and cutting off, nor ro cat blogd, 
becauſe it is the nighrly food of unclean ſpirits, ro 
teach man whileſt he is upon carchzto renounce every 
work of the Devih, avd abandon all che works of dark« 
neſs, utterly detying him in all his aRions, ro live the 
life of Angels in the Kingcome of Heaven, 


The Devil in Scripture is called B:clrebub, which 
ſignifieth rhe God of the flycs, and very well rhey may 
be ſubjeRs ro ſuc} a Lore, for many of them feed on 
blood, purſuing ſeveral beaſts from place to place to 
ſuck their blood ; theſe two laſt arguments, were not 
the eating, of blood ſo often forbidden in Scripture, are 
ſufficient to convince me of the unlawfulnels of cating 
it, of it (elf, or mixing it with any other food. 


I come in ihe next place to anſyer the ObjeRions 
that 
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that arc uſually kyoughr againſt this ancient Law of | 


God, avd to clear the mind of God in thole Scriptures 
which arc commonly alledged tor the lawtulnels of cats 
ing of blood— 


Obſer. 1. There are bur few of this judgment, I ne» 
ver knew any of your mind. 


Anſwer, I know it, and the more js the pirty, that 
there are ſo few, eſpecially of thoſe that profels chriſti= 
anity, that they have fo lirtle reipeR to a known and 
an unrepeated law of God and Chriſt, we ought to have 
reſpe& not to ſome buc to a'l rhe riglteous judgments 
of his mouth, which indecd yery tew of the lons of men 
have,being ſubj:& to partiality, to own a part, and re- 
fuſe the reſt of Gods commandements, as if they could 
make their peace with God upon their own terms, the 
is by keeping what — of God they pleale, and 
rejeRing what they liſt, as if they intended to parr 
Rakes with God in his laws,as if t!.cy would ſry ro God 
this law we are willing rhou fhale have obfery'd and 
kept, and this law we will reſerve to our ſelves to hawe 
liberty to break, {ering up the Dagen of their own 
wills, to outface the Ark of Gods Teſtimony containing 
his abſolure commanes, anſwering God as the people 
did Jeremiab, when he ſpake thus to them, 1n tie 
name of the Lord, they baue not ſeart1, no” waiked in my 
law, nw is my ſtatutes which 1 ſet before you, an4 before 
you, and before our fathers, Unto which they anſwers 
ed, As for the word which thou hait ſpohes to us in the 
wame of th: 1 ord ; we will aot h'arken wats thee, but we 
will certainly ao whatſoever thing gotth forth out of our 
ow mouth, we and our Fathers, ew Kings and ow Prin- 
ces in the Cities of Þuidah, and in the Sircers of Jeruſas 
lem, —— But this Oj:Ricn bewrayes its weakneſs 
mary wayes, 


” 
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1. Either from groſs- ec wilful ignorance of, or a 
careleſs heed to the word of che Lord, which faith, 
Thou ſhalt aot follow the multitude to da evil, Exod. 

23.2, [f Truth were to be carried by the Vere and 
| number of men, Truth muſt needs give place to Er- 
ror, and the living God to dead Idols. Chriſt calls 
his Church on carth a lictle Flock, by reaſon of the 
paucity of their number to the reſt of che Sons of 
"Y 'Men ; and that there arc bur few that find che ſtraight 
nd Way and narrow Gate, which leaderh unto Lite, 


Io» 


The number of thoſe that make any profeſſion at 
all of the Name of God in the world, is very little 
in comparaſon of rhe Heathen, that never call upon 
his Name, and amongſt thoſe that do make a protelli» 
on of his Name ; the number of thoſe that walk up- 
rightly, wich -a true reſpe& co all Gods Command- 
ments, is very few in compariſon of cold, dead-hcad- 
ed, loole, lukewarm, formal, carnal, partial, ncutral, 
and hypocritical profeſſors, 


At the time when God deſtroyed the old Worls, 
rhere were bur eight perſons found righteous: a ſmall 
number indeed tothe whole World, Amongſt all rhe 
Caldeais, and the Nations round about, but Abrahams 
Family, of all the people that went our of Egypt, bur 
two centred into the land of Canaan, Whereby ir is 
evident, that in all Agecx, ric greareſt number of men 
have either been open Enemies tro God and his Laws, 
or falſe and partial under their profeſſion of them, So 
that this. Objction, rhar there are but few of this 
judgment, is altogerher Invillid, and of no force a= 
gainſt this Amicnc law of God, and Decre: of his 
Church, 
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ws oaely forbiddes in Moſes Law, which fince Chiift 


came is aboliſhed, and th:rejore of wo force to us now. 


Anſw, This Objc&ion is unſound wind and limby 
and ſo falle, that there is ſcarcely a true word in ir, 


For firſt, It was delivered ro Noab and his Seed, 

. many hunered years before ,the name of a Few was 

known in the world, and before either the diviſion of 

Tongues at B:rbe!, or the diltinRtion of the people by 

the names of Zews, or G:ntiles, when all che Worlg 
was yet in the Loyns of Noab and his Family. 


2. After that God had rejxRed the Jewiſh Nation 
from being his peculiar peopiczand had gathered him a 
people from among the Gentiles, he renewed this Anti= 
ent Law (which he gave to Noah ar the Repleniſhing of 
the world )unto them,u pon whom the end of the world 
were come, as the expreſs words of the Decree do evi» 
dently ſhew, beginning thus ; the Apoſtles,and Elders, 
and Brethren, ſend erecting upto the Brethren which 
are of rhe Geatiles in Antioch, Syria, and Sylicta,, Afts 
IS. 23, Confirm'd at another time by Peter's words, 
Als 21. 25. As touching the Gentiles which belicye, 
, we have written and concluded, that they obſerve no 
ſech thing, ſave onely that they keep themſelves fron 
things oftcred to Idols,and from Blood, & from Stran- 
oted, and from Fornication, theſe Teſtimonies prove it 
to be a Law to the Gentiles ; and therefore the firſt part 
of the Objeion(that it was onely a Law to the 7ews) 
35 Uncrue, and conſequently, the iecund clauſe (that ir 
was onely forbidden in Moſes his Law) is as falſe, for 
nt: was forbidden as well before, and fance the Law, as 
under the Law. Burt grint it h1d not been no where 
elſe forbidden but in Mo{es Law © Is it therefore to be 
r:jected ? If all rhings are 19 be rejeRes that are writ- 
cn 
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ten in Moſes Law, we muſt tear the Goſpel in pieces, 

and joyn with the Luaker:, ro lay a new Foundation 

of Chriſtian Religion, which muſt nceds be 2 ſandy 
Fone if we ſhould, and which will not ſupport its + 

be Þ Buildings in the day of Gods wrarh, tor another Foun- 

dation can no man lay, then that which is already 

laid. The Goſpel doth not oblicerare,bur enlarge, nos 

confound, but confhirm, nor vilige, but verific the Law 

e | and the Prophets, in Mat, $.17. Think not ſaith 

£ | Chriſt, chat] am come to deſtroy the Law or the Prc- 

Y 

« 
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phers, 1 am nor come to deſtroy, but to tulbl ,; for ve- 
rily I {ay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, one 
Jot of one tirtle, ſhall in no wiſe paſs trom the Law, 
till all be fulhlled, If Chriſt had Abrogated the Law 
and the Prophets, he would nut haye Bid 10 the Pa» 
rable, they have Moſes and the Prophets, let them 
hear them ; for if they will not hear Moſes and the 
Prophets, neither will they believe, rhough one azoſe 
from the dead. And this the Holy Ghoſt further wit= 
neſſeth, Epbeſ, 2. 19, 20, Now therefore ye arc n9 
more Strangers, and Forraigners, but tc|!low Citizens 
with the Saints, and of the houſhold of God, and arc 
built upon che foungaricn of the Apeſtlcs, and Pro. 
phers, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being rhe cheif Corners 
Stone. 


All which Teftimonics, do ſtrengthen me in my 
faick againſt Antimonianiſm, and embolden me to dce 
liver for Truth, theſe i Q-rriens following. 


The Law and the Goſpel, are Two Divine Siſters, 
oo and Mercy, R ghiceuſnels and Truth, and 
o:h Spiritual, intimately acquainted each with ocher, 
| the one lo condeſcending to the other, that they never 
croſs each ogher; ſo mutually agreeing to gloxiie 
God, and lanRike hi» Namcy that chey Rtrive to excel 
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each other, Knit they arc ſo together with a Gordian 


knot of Holineſs, chat alt the wiles of Men and De- 


vils can't uncie it : So near they are related, that all 
"'Wartrr in the Occan cannot waſh away their Athoity, 


They do continually help each other in the way of |} 


ſaving Mankind : So united arc they in the work of 
Salvation, that the one cannut work without the other, 
Juſtice eannor ſave withour Mercy, Mcrcy cannor 
ſaye till Juſtice have driven the ſoul ro her Scar. Ju- 
Rice can wound, but net heal ; Mercy cannot heal, 
eill Juſtice haye wounded, Juſtice can throw down 
the Soul,bur nor lift it up, Mercy cannot lift it up, till 
Juſtice hatch thrown ir down ; ſo neceſlary is their 
Union and Being in force, that a ſoul knows nor well 


how to make uſe of rhe one, and renounce the other, 


the one carnot be truly acknowiedged, and the other 
Juſtly diſowned, till a man be condemned, there is no 
need of Mercy, and Mercy can ſhew it ſelf to none bur 
che guilty, The Law and the Goſpel arc in ſuch a 
league of friendſhip, that the one cannot ſpeak (nor 
hear ſpoken) rhe leaſt evil of the other ; they Ap= 

laud juſtly, and V indicate each other ; their Sifterly 
hw ſo firmly holds, thar they are alwaycs affiſtancs 
go each other ; rheir loye is " het;my thac the one 
cannot live if the other dic, they do moſt ſweetly 
condeſcend to each other ; Mercy denies not Juſtice 
her place, and Juſtice gives the right hand of Fel« 
Jowhip to Mercy, they dwell both in one Habiation, 
chey ſprang borh from one Founcain, they have both 
one Patron, they guide and govern one Church, they 
magnifie and cxalc one God ; they are tacked toge» 
ther with golden racks of Divine Truth , like the 
Curtains of che Tabernacles, for the beaurifying of 
Gods Houſe ; they are like Twihs corceived and bern 


in the Womb of the SouFof eyery true Convert. So - 


unanimouſly do they agree and accord in all things 
per» 


- 
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pertaining to mans ſalyation, and thoſe which. fpurn 
at the Law, the Goſpel will not embrace, and choſe 
which diſown the Goſpel, the Law will ſurely con 
demn.— 


The Sun of the Goſpel was for a time hid under 
the dark Cloud of the Law, and now the brightneſs 
of the Geſpel hath broken thorow the Clouds of the 
Law, and expel'd its darkneſs. The Law afforded 
room in it for the Goſpel ro dwell, nor hath the Go'= 
pel baniſhed the Law from its Tabernacles. Amongſt 
che ſour things of the Law, were the ſweer things 
of the Goſpel mingled, and amongſt the delicious 
ſweetneſs of the Goſpel, are the tart things of the 
Law (cattered. There are miny known and ſtanding 
Laws amongſt Chriſtians, taken our of Moſes his La» 


Ritutions ; which 1 am contident none that are true | 


Chriſtians will deny the juſtneſs of, orſay, har they 
ought not to be kepr, becauſe they are written in 
Moſes Law. 4 


Things antiently recorded, arc nt to be rejected, 
bur embraced,fince God hath promiſed to revive them, 
and commanded us to enquire for them, I1/:. 25. r. 
Fer. 6. 16, Amos9. 11. Which things being right» 
ly conſidered, and laid in the ballance of rhe Santtue 
ary, 2'ſinful Cuſtome will bexr no weight againſt this 
antient Law of God, and therefore being found light 
and empry of ſubſtance, is to be reckoned x5 Inyalid, 
and of no force, 


Another ObjeRion put intro the Balance againſt the 


Rigareouſne'ls and _—_— of this Sacred Decree 
of God, is this Which follows, — 


ObjeR. 3, The grett and learned m:n of the King* 
don 
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dom, nay, of the World, arc ſor eating of Blood, 


An/w. | honour the Majeſty and Learning. of men *' 


in it, and their places, till they enter the liſts to en-= 
tounter God, and pur the wildom of their own hearts 
into the Balance, againſt the councils ot his Spiricy 
and their own wiltul caftomes , againſt his Sacred 
Laws ; and there (whether rhey will give me leave os 
+ no), I muſt leayc them, or clie I know God will for= 
ſake me. For 1 had (with Luther, Malo ruere cu" 
Chriſto quam regnare £7: Ceſare) rather {uffer punith- 
ment with the Law of God in my heart, then to live 
in all outward pleaſures in my own imaginations z 
the greatneſs of men is nothing to the Mijeſty of 
God, nor their wiſdom any thing to his Councils, 
nor their cuſtomes any thing to his Laws 3 for whar 
wiſdom can be in thoſe which rejze& his Word, bur 
ſuch as is Fooliſh, Earthly, Senſual and Deviliſh, and 
therefore to be rejefted. The rtrueſt Wiſdom and 
greateſt Learning inthe world, is to learn Gods Laws, 
and keep and obſcrye them. 


For behold, thus ſaith the Lord, 1 have taught you 
Statutes, and Judgments, keep therefore and do them, 
for this is your Wiſgom, and your Underſtanding in 
the fight of the Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe 
Statutes, and ſay ; ſurely this great Nation, is a wiſc 
and underſtanding people, Dewt. 4.5,6- Bchold 
likewiſe, thus ſaith the Son of God, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt 
Hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt 
rey2aled them to Babes. Thus likewiſe ſaith the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, I will deſtroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and 
will bring to nought the underſtanding of the Prudent, 
for the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer then men, and the 
weakne's of God is ftronger then men * Ye lee your 
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calling Beer\\ren, How that not many wiſe men after 
the Fleſh, not many Mighty. noc many Noble, axe 
called ; but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of this 
World, to confound the Wilc, and the weak things 
of the World, to confound the things that are Mign- 
ty : Unto which 1 may add the words et the Pro- 
phers, 1/1. 2. u/t. Cealc ye from man, whoſe breath 
15 in his Noſtri)s,, for wherein is he to be accounted 
of, Fer. 94 23. Let not the wilc man then, glory in 
his wiſdow, neither ler the mighty m ns glory an lus 
mighe, nor the rich man. in his richcs ; bur ler him 
chat gloricch, glory in this, that lie unde tfandet, and 
knoweth mc. Ard for a further ſtop to this @bjeRtte 
on, the words of the Apoltlc are very uictul, 


Ler no man deceive humſelt, if 2774 among you 
ſcemeth to be wiſe in this world, le: him become a 
fo:l, that he may be wile; for the V/idem:. of this 
world is Fuolifineſs with Gut & tor it 1s writers He 
taketh the wiſe in their «wn Ceatcinels :; and again, 
The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiley thar icy 
arc but vain. Therefore ict no mar: glory in nh,» 
and if not, chen this thacd Objection 45 «ltogecher 
invalid, 


Objca. 4. We bave always bee ' oe Pamed to ifhy atht 
it bath been atwayes aſed 1n the Net 0, we 1'wve! knew 
it otherwiſe nor ec urdertiond azy (11: g 19 he COBHNeY, 


Anſw. All this I confeſs may be true, as ut is re 
lated, but not theretore true pbecaule uſed 27d rractie 
led z for as we are commanded not ta tollow a Mul- 
hb do evil, {2 we are not t© tollos the Cuſtoms 
of our Fathers, when they are contrary to the Luv 
nf God, as this cuſtome in the Nation of caring 
Blaod is. - Cuſtame L —_—_— a {ccond Ngiturc, an 
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therefore prevalent with the Sons of Men, to engage 
them to withſtand Gods Law. Evil Cuſtomes a- 
mongft men, ſeem to have gotren a Saperſedeas to all 
Gods antient proceedings in his Laws © Before God 
brought the Children of 1ſracl iuto the Land of Ca- 
naan, be ſtraightly charged them to beware of che 
finful Cuſtomes of the people} of the Land, in theſe 
words. Therefore ſhall: ye keep mice Ordinance, that ye 
commit not axy of th:ſe ahomunable Cuſtonzes, which were 
committed before you, and that ye defile not your ſelucs 
therein : I amtbe Lord your God, Lev. 18. 39. Where» 
of cating of Blood was one, ard yer they did nec 
hearken, bur rebelled ; for the Plalmiſt complains 
thus of them, — they miaglea themſelves among(? the 
Mexthcn, and liarard their works. This was one of 
the evils which the Propher Feremiah lamented in his 
dayes, ſaying, Can the <Athioptan change his skin, 
or the Leopard his ſpors > Then may ye allo do good 
that are accuſtomed to do evil, Jer, 13. 23. For nec» 
withſtanding he had told them, that this was the 
Word of the Lord, that they Chould nec learn the way 
ef the Heathen ; and that the Cuſtomes of the peo» 
ple were yain, yet had Cuſtom ſo ſtupifed them, that 
they returned him this Rtubborn anſwer. As for the 
word which thou haſt fpoken ts us in the Name of the 
Lord, we will not hearken unto thee ; but we will 
certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth out of our 
own mouths : to burn Incenſe to the Queen of Hez- 
yen, and to pour out Drink-effcrings unto her, as we 
have done (note that word, as we have done) thou 
ſhalt never break us of eurCuſtome, ler the Word of 
the Lord be what it will, we will keep eur Cuſtomes 
(as we have done) we, and our Fathers, our Kings 
and our Princes, in the Citics of Jud, and in the 
Streers of 7 ruſ:lem.— Whereby it is coo manifeſt, 
hon haz ching ic is to perſwade a people to furſake & 
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ſinful Cuſtome, to comply with God to walk in his 
Laws. Nevertheleſs, chis is clear by the Word of the 
Lord, chat the Law of God is morc Amcient, then any 
ſinful Cuſtome of Man. And therefore to ſhut up my. 
Anſwer to this ObjeRion, 1 can cruly ſay to ſuch as 

lead Cuſtome for cating of Blood, (as Chriſt an» 
wered che Phariſees, who asked him if i were lawful 
for a (gan ro put away his wiſe for every cauſe ; Mo- 
ſes becauſe of the hardneſs of your hearts, ſuffered 
you to put away your Wives ; but from the beginning 
it was not ſo) that God in the continual exerciſe of 
his patience and forbearance, hath ſuffered the Sons 
of men to rranſgreſs this antieat Law of his, but 
from the beginning it was not fo. For when he firſt 

ave man _ to car of Fleſhy he ſtraightly charged 
fim nut tocart the Blood ; and therefore ro car it, is 
bur a ſinful Cuſtorne in oppoſition to a righteous Laws 
and ſo C no validity, to confirm any one inthe pra- 
Aice of it. 


ObjeR. 5. hat harm can there be is eating the 
Blood, more then in cating the Fleſh. 


Aiſw, Why cruly much in ſeveral refpeRs; bath 
to Soul and Body, of 


x, It increaſeth fin in the Soul, and adds ro the 
rumber of ics eranſgrefſtons, for fin is the tranſgreſſi» 
on of the Law of God. 

z, Irlifts up the heart to ſtand in the way of dn 
Heatheniſh Cuſtorne, in Mg of a Divine Sta- 
ture z but of this enough, before in the 30 Obſerve» 
tions upen the Text of Scriprure. 


And 2s for the Body, withour doubt it canner be 
wholſome, for the fains os T- and killing Diſtem- 
« pers 
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persin Beaſts, lieth moſt commonly in the Corrupti- 
on and Infe&ion of che Blood, and yer the Sons and 
Daughters of Men are greedy after it. Unwhelſome 
food infe&s the Body, az unwholiome Dottrine infeRs 
the Soul ; th: Laws of God arc found and wholinme 
for beth, and God would hive us be careful of both.--. 
Whoredom «cſtroys the Body as well as the Soul, 
when as Chaſtity preſcrves bath in health ; Murder 
deſtroys borh Soul and Body, and ſo doth Theft, and 
ſo the breach of this Law, 1s neither holy nor whol- 
ſorae for Soul and Body, and therefore without doubs 
hurcful co both ;' fince by cating the life of the Crea- 
ture, we mediately cat our own deaths; thus much co 
the ObjeRions, I come now to clear the ming of 
God in- thole Seriptures, which are commonly ai- 
ledged tor the lawfulneſs of cating of Blood. 


The. f&rſt from Chriſts words, Mx. 15. 1T, Nat 
that which gocth into the mouth defileth a man, bur 
that which cometh ove of the mouth, this defilech a 
man.* And therefore fay ſome, wlten we cat Blood, it 
go:th into the body, and forth into the draught, and 
therefore it can be no offence co eat it * Aﬀter the 
ſame manner-1 might preſume with my Teeth, con- 
trary to the Law of God, to tear the fleth from an In- 
fants arm, arid cat it, and anſwer any one that ſhall 
rexere me forit, ſaying, why chat which'gorth -in 
at the mouth, drfiles not a man: Or | might preſume 
to ſteal 2 Lamb out of my Neighbours Flocks, and 
kill, and ext it» and ſay ir did not-defile me, becauſe ir 
entre ines my mouth, and paſſcd chravgh into the 
draupht - bur che Law of God telly me, chat alchaugh 
the cating of the flz(h did noe-dcfale me, yer the breach 
of the Command was finful, ard thit did d:file me. 
The Refh of ' any Beaſt is lawfulro- be earcn, if it "be 
lawfa/ly-mine ewng bur if [eirher ftca! it, or know 

it 
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it to be ſolen, either offer it np to an Idol, or know 
ic to be offered up to an Idol, it is (in for me to car 
lt, becauſe it is againſt the Law of Ood-.. Sc I cone 
feſs, rhat the cating of Blood, (if ic were not dire&+ 
ly contrary to the Law of God) could deaic »0 man ; 
bur the.Law of God is fuſt rranſgreft, and thee maies 
it Ginfui, and fin defiles a man. The cating cf Blood 
therefore cannoc be included in theſe wores of Chriſt; 
for neither did he Himlelf, nor lis Daſciples, no, nor 
yetthe Phariſees,cat Blood,it being {o often ttimes fors 
bidden in the Law : #hich. Ch.iſt came nut to deſtroy, 
but fulbl. And therefore re uſe theſe words of Chriſt 
ro ſupport our ſelves or others, in the wilful breach of 
any of Gods righteous Izws, can be noleſs then a 
ſcandal to him, and raiſing up an i!l report of him, 
which ro Co, how dangerous it is, my heart crerables 
to think of. 


But that no Chriſtians have any uſt cauſe ro wreft 
Cheiſts words to ſuch a ſenſe, er to make fuch an ill 
conſtruction of them as ſome do ; I ſhall defire chem 
to confider the Coherencs of the Text) his intent 
in ſpeaking them, and the ground upon which chey 
were raiſcd, and if they were not wiltully blind, 1 am 
perſwaded they will be of another mind then hereat- 
ter, to br.ng theſs or any other of his ſacred 
Words, tv uphold themſelves in the wiltul breach of 
a righteous Law, * 


t. The riſe of theſe words (or the occafion of them) 
was from a diſpute betwixt the Ser:b's and the Phart- 
ſecs, and Chriſt about his Diſciples, cating Bread 
with unwaſh: hands, Then came ce Jeſus Scr:5's and 
Phariſe's, which were at Zeruſelem, ſayung, Why'e5 
thy Diſciples rranſgreſs the Traditions of the Eld:r:, 
tor they waſh not theig hands when (hey cat Neves ? 
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Unro whomChrift anſwered, Why do you alſo rranſgreſs 
the Commundmenrs of Ged, by yeur Traditions ? For 
God commanded, ſaying, Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, and he thac curſerh Father or Mother, lec 
kim dic the death. But ye ſay, whoſoever ſhall ſay 
to his Father, er to his Mother, it is a gift by whar- 
ſocver rhou _ be profired by me, and honour not 
his Father and his Mother, he ſhall be free ; thus 
have ye made the Law of God of none effe&, by your 
Traditions, By which, his anſwer, he is fo farfrom 
vindicating any one in the breach of the leaſt of Gods 
Avtient and Righteous laws, that he ſharply reproves 
them, for making but one of them void by their Tra- 
ditions. And pray now, tell me, what great difference 
is there berwixt the Scribes and Pha-ifeez, who by 
their Tradition made void the Law of God, concern= 
ing a mans honouring his Father and Mother, and 
thoſe who by a Traditional Cuſtome, endeavour to 
make void this law of God, againſt cating Blood. 
Aiter Chriſt had thus far anſwered che Phariſees, he 
{pake ro the Mylritude, to rhe intent that they might 

ec the Invayjdity of the Tradition of their Elders, 
in not eating with unwaſhed hands, ſaying, net thac 
which goerh into the mouth, defiles = man, but that 
which comerh out ; - amongſt which, he reckons Thef: 
'for enc thing : Now whae is Theft, bur taking that 
ts our own uſc, which is none of oury, as every 
one doth, which ſeiſctl: the Blood of any Beaſt to his 
ewn ule for food, — Bur further, That Chriſt by 
theſe words, never meant the eating of any thing that 
was unlawful, he fully explains his meaning» in ver. 
20. even ſo ts tat with wiawaſht hands, defileth not a 
+ we, Theſe laſt words of Chriſts, bing a full and 
clear Explanation of the intent, and of the meaning of 
his former words ; there cannot he the traſt colour of 
proof from henee, to maintain the Jawfulneſs of cat= 
eg is 4 The 
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The next Scripture commonly alledged, is in As 
10. 12, concerning the Viſion which Peter ſaw, of 
all manner of Beaſts and Fowlsz unto whom a Voice 
ſpake, ſaying, Riſe Peter, k1ll and eat ; bur Petcy 

id, not /o Lord, for there bath never any thing that is 
common or uncl:an, entretd into my mouth. And the 
Voice laid, #bat God bath cleanſed, that cal not thox 


, Common. 


Ard what doth this Scripture make for eating blood, 
why truly juſt norhing; for there is not one word 
concerning it in all the Chapter ; nor apy ſuch thing 
by che Holy Ghoſt intended;for neither did Peter cars 
nar did God intend he ſhould, bur ſhew'd him a Viſt» 
on, which rc all Nations, and this was the 
Conſtruction he made of it, as by his own words to 
Cornelins, ver. 28. doth appear : And be ſaid unto 
them, ye know bow that it is ualawful for a man that »s 4 
Few, to keep company, or to come unto ore of another 
Nation : but God hath ſhewd me, that 1 ſhould not call 
any man common, or wnclean. So that the alledging 
this Scripture for the lawfulneſs of cating Bloeds 
argues abundance of weakneſs and ignorance in choſe 
that ailedg ity or that they are very hard pur co it for 
want of a proof, when they bring ſuch a Scripture as 
doth not once mentien itzand therefore bur a poor ſhifc 
to excuſe fin, Whenour firſt Parents bad (in'd incating 
the forbidden Fruit, to hide their ſhame, they ſewed 
Fig-leaves rogerher, and would haye cxculcd their fing 
and laid it upon God, The Woman that thou gaweſt, 
ſaid-Adam, he gave me, aud 1 did cat.-— Even ſo 
now, The Sons of men having cranſpreſt the Law of 
God, by cating that Blood which he hach abſolutely 
torbidden, do endeavour to pick up here andthere & 
{pecious Scripture (which are fo weak, that they can't 
hold together) to hide - fin ; and quare chem, 
- 4% 
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as if they would tell God, the Scriptures which he 
liath given them, do advilc and counſel them to car 
Blood, contrary to his command. 


The next Scripture, i recorded in Rom, 14: 14. 
1 know , aud an poifwided by the Lord 'Jeſas 
Chriſt, t1.1t' there 1s nothing walle.u of it ſelſy, but to 
him that eftc- mcth any thing t| be wicleasy, to himit us 
anclean. Hence ſome argue, it nothing be uncizan 
of ic ſelf, -vhen Blood is not, Ery0, it's lawfnl ro car 
is. Bur I deny the Conſequence, as falle, tor Blood 
cannot be one-gt the things whick the Apoſtics me.nts 
for his diſcourſe througour the whole Chaprer, rends 
onely to the ſarifying, and quietinz rhe Conlciences 
of thoſe char differed in their Judgmencs about caring 
of mears, for {aith he, ver, 3, One believes that he 
may eat all chings; (rhar is to ſay, all lawtu! chings) 
and another who is weak, catzth Herbs z for it we 
take the word all things, in lo large a ſenſe as ro ex- 
cept nothing, then mans fleſh is nor excepred; and (+ 
Parents might ear their Children, and one man car 
another, and ſay it is lawful, for nothing is unclean 
of itſelf ; rhe thoughts thereof muſt needs be wice= 
ked, but the a& abominable, The difference is about 
meats, lawful meats, meats which God had ordain- 
ed fot Food, for if the Apoſtle did in the word, all 
things, include the earing of Blovud, he makes him. 
ſelf 4 tranſgrefſor; for theſe are his own words, Gal. 
2. 18, If 1 build again the thizgs which I bave deſtro;- 
ed, 1 mike my ſelf a tranſ.reſes, Now it was 2 part 
of the work of kis Miniſtry, to deſtroy all che ſinful 
and evil Cuftomes -of th» Gentilcs, whereof this of 
eating Blood was one; which if he ſhould have builr 
chem up again, having confirmed them in the contra« 
ry before, when he delivered them the Decrees of rhe 
Church, he muſt needs make hinwelf a Tranſgreflor 
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by h't ewn words : Which I am conf{denr he never 
didg having pronounced a curſe againſt himſelf : An» 
gels, or any one «clic, that ſhould preach any other 
Dottrinc, then that which he had already Preachr ro 
the Glatiars, Att: 16. 4. Unto whom he delivered 
with his ewn hand, the Decree of the Apoſtles, a» 
eainſt eating Blood, Se that this (en(c, that ir is laws« 
ful to cat Blood, becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith here, we- 
thirg i- waclea» of it ſelf ; is an unjuſt wreſting of his 
wordy © vaidicate an unlawful a&R, and lo conſee 
quertly a belying of the dead * for it can never bs 
prov'd, that the Apnſtle Paul afrer his converſion, 
did evcr at any thing that was abſolutely forbidden 
to ſatisnc rhe weakne(s of any one, alchough he did 
forbear ung what he might lawfully have uted. Now 
then, If Pa#« would abſtain from eating ficth, whith 
was lawtul for him to cat; to comply with his weat 
brother ; h»w much more ought we to comply with 
the \limghty God, in abſtaining from that which is 
unlawful by his Command. There can therefore 
from hence be no proof, nor ground, to maintain the 
lawfulncis of cating Bluod, there being nor the leaſt 
mention made of it throughout the whole Epiſtle, f6 
that hicherto this Antiert Law of God ftands (ref#t 
ie Curta) firm and immoveeble. And therefore & 
bleſſing attends obedience to ity for it is written, 
Blci[.d are they thet do bis Commandment', Rev. 12.14. 


T {iz next Scripture Teſtimony which js brought, 
were Pals words in his rſt Epiſtle ro Tiretby, chap. 
4+ ViY. 3, 4, 5. forbidding ro Marry, and command- 
ing to abſtain frem Mears, which God hath created 
to b: received with thankſgiving, of them which be« 
leve and knoy the Truth y for every Creature of 
Goa 15 good, and nothing eWhe refuſed, if ir be re- 
ceived with thankſgiving, for it 1s ſanRified by the 
Word of God and Prayer. Now 
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Now certainly, This $:ripture affords Blcod-ear® 
ers, as little encouragement, or leſs, chan any of the 
«ther, For firſt, He ſpeaks bur of ſuch Mears which 
. God had created to be received with thankſgiving of 
them which believe and know the Truth, but no one 
in the world, can ever prove, that God created Blood 
to be food for man, and therefore it cannot be in» 
cluded inthis Scripture, Secondly, H« ſpeaks _ 
of the Creature, that it is good, and not to be refuſed, 
but doth not mention the life of the Creature, which 
is the Blood, God himſelf haying made a daſtinition 
berwixt the Creature, and the life of the Creature ; 
it is wiſdora in a Believer to own it, and comply wich 
hiw init, 1 confels, every Creature of God 3s good, 
and of every Creature , any one may cat, but the 
life of the Creature, which is in the Blood, none may 
earof, We enjoy nothing in the World nor pollels 
any thing, but we hold it of Gods free gift, in which 
likewiſe we are bat Tenants at will, Job 2. 21. Thoſc 
things which God hath freely g.ven us, we ma 
make ule of ro his praiſe and honour, bur thoſe 
things which he hath not given us, but forbidden us 
to meddle with, if we take and ule them, we uſe them 
ro our own ſhame, and his diſhonour, in 1 Cor, 10 
31, We are commanded, wherher we cat or drink, or. 
whatſoever elſc we do, to do all to the glory of God, 
bur certainly, none can glorifie God, by doing that 
which he hath forbidden, and herein this Scriprurc 
laich, every Creature of God is good, and not ro bc 
refuſed, if it be received with thankſgiving : And 
cerainly, none can give thanks to any perſon, for 
taking that which they were f:rbidden, without ci» 
ther derifion, or a corrupt Conicicneey and God will 
got be mocked, for he is righteous in all his waycs, 
and holy in all his workgy— 
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If any one that is a true Chriſtian, ſhall erioufl y 

nder theſe things, and be yer otherwiſe minded, I 
Lov God in his own time, will convince him of ir x 
and alchough there are many good Chriſtians, who 
cannor preſently reacive it, yer 1 do not much admire 
ar it, becauſe Chriſt ſairh, That no mas hzving dyank 
old Wine, will preſc«tly drink new, far be ſaith, the old 
is bett:/. The fore-mentioned Scriptures, arc the 
main Teſtimenics which are alledgeg, to prove the 
lawfulneſs of cating Blood ; which an unbiaſſed ſoul, 
and one not wedded to his own will, norglew'd toa 
fintul cuſtome, cannot bur confeſs, prove no' ſuch 
thing. 


From rhing recorded in Sacred Scriprure, vindi- 
cutting this Sacred and Antien law of Abſtinence form 
Blood, 1 will deſcend to the Succefflors of the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtian, 1n Faith and Diſcipline, and 
ſe what we can learn from them. Tertwilian a famons 
Writer, and one of the firſt Writers from the Apo 
ſles, in his Apology made in the defence of the 
Chriſtians ; when they were vexed with wrongs, and 
falſly accuſed of Infidelity , taking their cauſe in 
hang, defendeth them againſt the Perſccutors , and 
their landerous Accuſations, being falſly acculcd to 
be enemies to all Mankind : How could that be ſaith 
Tertullian, to Scapuls, fering the proper Office of rhe 
Chriſtians, is by their profeſſion, to pray for all men, 
to loye theig enemies, never requiting evil for evil, 
when as all other do love, but onely rheir friends, and 
ſchrcely. them ; and as twwuching the horrible a& of 
murdering Infants, how can that be true in the Chri- 
ſtians (fairth he) whoſe order is to abſtain from all 
Blood, and Stranghed, inſfomuch, that ir is not law= 
fal for them'to touch the Blood of any Beaſt art cheir 
Table when they feed. Door Himmoid, — 
Chame 
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Champion, and faithful Defender of che Proteſtane 
Faith, in his Comentary on the New Teſtament, 
having written ſomewhac doubtfully of rhis matter 
yet in his Reyiew of the ſaid work, Page 95. faith 
Ic cannot be denied, but chat che practice of Abſtinence 
from eating Blood, and things Strangled, bad a long 
continuance in the Church, eſpecially amongſt che 
Greeks, as Tertallizz, Minutius, Necephorks, Clemens, 
Mlexandrinus, 2/ad other: do teſtifie, And amongſt 
the Cannons Apoſtolic: |, this one js inſerted, that 
no man ſhould make Biood his Food. And in the 
Council of Gangra, Ann Chriſti; 32.4, Cant, 11. lr 
was thus written, If any condemn him that earech 
fleſh, except it be Blood, or Strangled, let him be 
Anathemwa. And in the Gaxth Council of Trailo, 67. 
Cannon, it was thus decreed : The Holy Scripture 
having commanded us to abſtain from Blood, and 
things Strangled, and from Fornication ; thoſe there» 
fore that for delicacy, by any Art, dreſs the Blood of 
any Creature for food, and lo cat it, we vehemenrly 
rebuke ; if therefore any man ſhall from henceforth, 
eat the Blood of a Beaſt after any manner ; if he be a 
_, ler him be Depoſed, it a Laick Excommnni» 
cared, 


From theſe ancient teftimonies of the Fathers of 
the Church, Ie is evident that for abeye 300 years 
afrer Chriſts Incarnation, this ancient Law of God 
did ſucceſſwely continuc in the Church ; 


For (x) Tired: 1, in vindicutirg the Chriſtians a- 
gainſt char curſed (linder, that, their enemies branded 
them with,of murdering Infancs, faith, That rhe Chri. 
Rians held it unlawful to toucls the blood of any Beaſt 
at their Table when they did tced, and therefore im- 
poſſible that they {1:0u1d mae 3; their praRkice.to im- 
bruc 
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brue their hands in innocent blood,eſpecially the blecd 
of young Llafants. 


(2.) That amongſt the Cannons Apoſtolical, this 
one was found written, That n» man ſhould make 


3.) That in 'the Council of Gangre wherein che 
difference of Mcats was debatcd, it was decreed, that 
ir was lawful to cat fleſh, except che blood, ar thar 
Beaſt that was ſtrangled in his blood, whereby ir-is 
evident, chat till chen (which was 324 years after 
Chriſt) tl1);c Law of God againſt cating blood continus 
ed in force amongſt Chriſtians, and when it was re» 
pealed, ne man can tell, 


{4-) Afeer this in the ſixth Council of T/ulle, the 
Fathers of the Church then aſlcmbled, upon diligent 
ſearch of rhe ho!y Scriptures, confirm'd and ratified a» 
gain in the Church, this ancient Law of God againſt 
eating blend by an additional Decree to thac of the 
Apeſtles, in this form of firit and levere words, 
Toe boly $rriptures having Commanied us t0 ab{lats from 
blood aid tiznes (lrangled, and from fornication, theſe 
therefore that by any 2 (mark that claule of the Dee 
cree— by any att) Hill dreſſe the blood of any creature 
for food and ſo cat it, we vebemently bake ; if therefore 
any mai ſhall f.om hexciforth cat the blooa of any Beaft, 
& ter any manner if be be a Cl:;k, let bem be deps/ed, if a 
Laick excommuicatel, A largo Paraphraſe might be 
made upon this Decree, to extenuate the guilt of theix 
fin, who ia ſpite and contempt of the [acred word of 
God, do from day to day, dehile their conſciences, dew 
ride the obedience of the primitive Churches of Chriſt, 
by ſtaining their hands and lps, and bll:ng their bel. 
lies with that ever forbiddes food, tle blood of Beaſts, 

fo 
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ſo hateful & aborriinable to the ſervancs of God in fors 
mer tienes a5 may yet further appear by what follows, 


Socrates Stholafticus in the continuation of cheEccle- 
faſtical Hiſtory of the firſt 600 years after Chrift, be« 


inning where Exſebins left in the beginning of the- 


cign of Conſtantine the Emperour,that great and wor- 
thy Patron, and Defender of the Chriftian Faith, wri- 
ting of the diviſions which were then in the Churchy 
rakes an occaſten ro mention the diſturbances thac were 
amongſt che Churches in the Apoſtles times, which 
were recenciled by a Decree agreed upon by the Apo- 
Rles and Elders of the Church afſembled at Jeruſalem 
concerning which he thus writes, Eccl, Hift, lib, g, 
e 354.— Neither were the Apoſtles times without 
ſeth broils ad diſſentions, meither were they then { (ves 
ignorast of st, a, it apprareth by the Atts of the Apoſtles, 
| oo the Apoſtles widerſtood of the tumult and fiir 
vaiſcd among the faithſu!, through the variety and conten= 
tion of the Gentil-5zthry all aſſembled together: They laid 
down 2 certain holy Law, the which _ publiſhed 
unto the world in form of an Epiſtle, delivering the 
faichful from the heavy yoke of bondage, from rhe 
vain and frivolous contention riſing rhereef, they have 
caught chem a ſure and certain rule for the direRion 
of good life, preſcribing them only ſuch things as were 
aecefſary to be obſerved: and although the Epiſtle is to 
be ſeen in the At; of the Apoſtles, yet 1s there no cauſe 
ro the contrary, but that the Reader may find ir among 
theſe our Hiſtories. The Apoſtles, the Elaers and bre» 
thren, unto ſuch brethren 2s of the Gentiles inhabie 
Antioch, Siria, and Silicia, ſend greeting, whereas we 
are given to underſtandthat ſome which departed from 
us have troubled you with words, and cumber your 
minds, ſaying, ye muſt þc circumciſed, and keep the 
Law, to whom we gave 89 luch command : it ſeemed 
therefore 
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therefore goed unto us being gathered together wich 
one accord, for to ſend choſen mcn unto you,with out 
beloved Barnabas & Paul, men they aregthat jeoparded 
their lives for the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
therefore we have ſent unto you Judas, and Silas, whe 
by word of mouth, can declare unte you che ſame; for 
it ſeemed good unte the Holy Ghoſt, 'and to us, to 
charge you with no more then with theſe neceflary 
things, (to wit,) that ye abſtein from things offered 
xo idate, from blood, from things ſtrangled, and for- 
nication, ye ſhall do well in keeping your ſclyes ande> 
filed from theſe things, farewell. Theſe things were 
agrecable with rhe will of God, for {> che Epiſtle re» 
Kiketh : ir pleaſes the Holy Ghoſt nor to burthen you 
further then with the obſeryation of theſe necefſaries. 
Bur ſome negleRing theſc chings, account of turnicg- 
tion as a thing indifferent, yet they contend about holy 
dayet, as for life atd death, in the mean time,they de» 
{piſe the commandements of God, and cſtabliſh_ them 

anons of their ewn, they ſer at naught, they make n@ 
account of the Law publiſhed by che Apoſtles, and fo 
untdviſedly, they put in —_— Decrec!'comrary une 
to the will of God himſelf, ————— Thus far Se5r4- 


It, — 


From the writing of this holy man, who was xwirt- 
neſſe of many things he wrete, and was zcalous for the 
Churches welfare, I take notice of the high eſteem 
which he had of this moſt ſacred Decree. 


t. Hecalls it « holy Law, which did deliver the 
faichfull from the heavy yoke of bondage, and fram the 
vain and frivolous contentions arifing thereof. 


2. He calls ica furs and cercyin rule for the dire- 
Riva of good life, 2 
| ., 
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3. He acknowledgerh it co be agreeabe ts the will bf 
6. 


4. That they were chings nzcelary to br: obſer- 
ved. 


5. Condemned thele that accounted them indif- 
fcreac, 


6, He calls the things c 2nined in the Decree, the 
andemencs of Gods blames thoſe that geſpiled, 

ſer at nought, and made nv account vt this Law (for 
{ he calls ic) of the Apoſtle, and yet were zealous to 
pug ip praRtice their own Cancas and Degrees, chough 
contrary to the will of God himiclt, — — which(wih 
ief I ſpeak 1t) is the grand nuſance of this age, for c- 

ry divided Religious Partygare indeavouring to buzld 
_ ſer up ſome new thing of cheir own, never known 
in the primitive Church, whillt this molt iacred De- 
cree of che pureſt Church that ever was in che world, 
lyes waſtc,and unregarded,nay viliiczand fet at noug/t 
with ſpitc and hatred. Will any chat are King Cherles 
his loyal Subjx&s, bs offended ar ſuch, who ſtrickily 
keep his Majcitics Laws,and obcy his Decrces ? I {aps 
ſe not: can any then that are true and oyal” SubjeRs 
to Jeſus Chriſt the King of Kings, be f-1:ded «rt choſe 
that keep his Laws and ſtoop to his Decrees + Me- 
thinks they thould na ; and yer many thit pretend 
eo be ſuch do.ifihey will nar k:cp them themſelves, her 
them not” aggravate their fin by bring offended ar 
thole chat do keep ther, I do 'adin.r* that ary can 
and up-in the Church, and with their wcuths giye 
Glory to the Father and to the $01, a1d to the holy Gugſh, 
and yer from day to day,diſhonour this one God-head, 
by the wiltul breach of a {acres Decree conkermed by 
them in Heayen, aud ſcemingly io give their cane, 
| thac 
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that 25s things wer® in the beginning, fo they ſhould 
be now,and tor ever hereafter ; and do yer diſpile this 
Law, and ſe utterly rcjeR ir as if it hid never been 
in being, nor ever put in practice by the Church of 
Ged in former Ages, Pray e:ll me Chriſtians, Hoy 
do you think to glorific God on Earth 2 How will you 
make his Name glorious > by Works + No Chrilti- 
ans, that will not do it, ir muſt be by obedience ro 
his Laws, by doing what ke commands. For thus did 
Jeſus Chriſt glorific his Father, 76. 17.4. I have, gloci- 
fied thee on carth, I have finiſhed the work which thou 
gaveſt me ro do.lf che ſons of men will not glyrific God 
by obedience, he will glorific himſdf in their d-ſtrue 
Rion, if you will | 1 do as you ſay that is, give 
glory to Facher, Son and holy Ghoſt, obey that Law 
which cawe forch from rheni, and was never yer re- 
pp>led by chew. The lace unhappy Pacliamens laid, 
e Firlt a glorious King, but with their handy rhey 
firſt rhrew away his Laws, chen diſgraced him all rhar 
they could & afterwards murgered bim as 5 own dare 
and trampled his blcod under their feet, thus" proſkof. 
the ſons & danghers of menyda glerint God in wards; 
& do him all che diſhonar thar rhigy cap in tho th h 
of his Laws, delightiog in vhole Gns which phit his fon 
w death, trampling his blood under their feers and doe 
ing deſpite ro the Spirit of (rate, and all thraugh dis 
<begicnce and rebellion againſt his Sacred Decrtts, 


Another . thing I cangor bye admire 1s, alntdptt 
Chriſtians, is thar any ſhould with ſuch ew of deVt- 
tion as they ao, utter theſe words (in their” plibiick 
Prayers to Almighty Gods) Lightea our dark fs we 
beſeich ther, O: Lord + and Tot witfolly ſhut ouf ey$s a- 
gaiſt the light cf this Decree, which higie '3 baelit 
and (rar witheur 26y clouds UPOA it, Up wc eyery Ale 

F peniation 


"oo cher mouth, that they would, make King 6bwles 


| 
[/ 
| 


(30) 


{penſation of the mind of God. Pray tell me Chriſti- 
ans, whit light woald you haye > Would you have 
rrue light + why you have it with you, if you will but 
ſearch the ancient Records of Gods Will in the Old 
and New- Teſtament, or believe whats revealed to you 
from thence. Thy word, ſaith David, is a Lonp unto my 
fert, and a light unto my paths, oven thou mine e9's that 
1 may behold wondrous things out of thy Law. The Law 
of the Lord is prfeft converting the Soul : The Teſtimony 
of the Lord is ſurc making wiſe the ſimple : The Statutes 
of the Loyd are right Tejop-ing th: b:art, the Conmanc ment 
of the Lord is pnre, entightuiig the ey's © the Judgments 
07 the Lord ave true and tighteous altogether, Pfal. 19. 
2, 8, 9.—To the Law and to rhe Teſtimony, faith 
a, If they ſpeak not according ro this word,it is, 
becauſe chere is nb liphein them, 1/z. $. 20. We bave 
a hore ſure word of prophefre, faith Peter, whereunts 
do Wl that give heed 45s unto'a light that fhirtth in + 
aafk platts— what would men have more 


+ , Tf you would have new Light, you nauſt ps look 
for't where *ris, if rhere be any ſuch thing, for my 
Part I do utterly diſfown'#l] new Light, either in Men 
of Angels, for 1 muſt tell'you Chriſtians,that wharſo- 
ever is new,is falſe, ler theſe that are weary of the ſcr» 
vice &f the Eternal God, and of his Son, who is called 
the * Ancient bf days, whoſe 'wayes 'are everlaſting 
commandments, go ſeck them a new God and a new 
77h bur muſt te}! ye they are both falſe, that only 
ift truck which hath ctidured from peneracion to 


genetirion. 


*I canner likewiſe but admire at ſome orher Chriſti» 
ans by . profeſſion, who having arrained to a grearer 
meafure of knowledge then ordinary, and nearer to the 


partern of primicive rimes chen our pablick wayes 23 
; they 
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they ſuppoſe , and yer over look this eftabliſhr Law ia 
the Church, and therefore no worder they contermn 
the mcan Ceremonies of our Church when without * 
all ſcruplc of conſcience = ſer light by chis once 
highly eſteemed Decree of the Church, B-r per!.aps 
it j- but an overſight 1n them and us, &therefore it may 
be when we havc iook*'t oycr the Records of Goos Sa- 
cred Laws again, we may rake better notice of this 
one, then we have done termerly, and ſo be brought 
at the laſt to capform rp this as well as to others. 


There is 2 Sermon in print, which was preacht 
ſome years fince by Mr. Duel Miniſter at the Savoy to 
the French Praceitanc Church, and dedicarcd ro King 
Chal s who now {waycs the Crown ang Scepter of this 
Kingdome — wher*in he ſaith page the fitth Thar the 
Pope and his Emifſaries h2d fo abulcd the Chriſtian 
Religion , tiige ic became ſo diſhgur'd that it 
could ſcarcely be kngwn, when compar'd witlt 
what it had been in the muuth, wv ritings, and pra'Tice 
of the Apoſtics ard their neareſt ſ{uccefiors, a man is 
not theretere contentious, for dilputing or conteſting 
when there is gaul: for ut, and the thing deſeryes it, 
in ſuch x ciſc to be filency, were to be lukewarm end 
cowardly, and it were rhe way to incur the puniſhment 
wherew th our Saviour threatens thoſe thar are ſuchs 
when he ſaith, That he will ſpew them out of his 
mouth. And further, in page eight he ſzichs That the 
Apoſtle Paul was unwilling to ſoorh in their il] humors 
thole contentigus Cordnthiats, whe were {o raſh as to wi- 
viate zhe orders eſtabliſhed ip the Church, bur thinks 
it more expedicac to inſtruQt and -reprove them 
and clſcwhere in page fifteen, he faith, ic was evident 
x0 ali the world, by. ths progeedings of the Church cf 
Eid, againſt rhe - Church of Rome, that their in- 
460i 905 YYCTC DOK £0 egy th;- Church, but only ts 
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reſorm it, nor to forge a new Religion, bur th re« 
ſtore that which Chriſt and his Apdltles had rzughr 
us, t2 that Puricy which we ſee it hath in their Wri- 
tings, and which it hath had in the Praftice of the 


Primitive Church. 


No man under the Heavens can in a more perfe&t 
form of words, cudeavour the Reſtauration of this 
antient Decree, into the practice of Chriſtians now, 
and the reſcuing it our yore impions hinds of the 
Pope, and his Shavlings, whoſe words herein are as 
trac as the Goſpel z and if he tully intend what he 
writes, He cannot bur vindicate me in this Dodtrine 
which I Preach. My onely aim being at the Reviyal 
of an Anticnt Decree of Heaven, almoſt buricd in 
the grave of Oblivion by che Sons of Men, and al- 
moſt ſtiflled to death by the Popes own curſed Cannons 
and Decrerals, For it is evident that the eating of 

lod, is an upſtart Error of the Church of Rome, 
In oppoſition to this Antient Decree of the Primitive 
Church, ; it being the centinual work of char Man of 
fin, by all wayes and means to race out whatſoever 
was Anticnt, the better to'vend and put of the New 
Wares, which kis Cardinals, Merchants, and Merci» 
nary Jeſuits, by the device of rhe Devil, were to cx- 
change for the ſouls of the people, 


| And that this was, and is, an Error of that Anti- 
chriſtian Charch (not yer throughly reformed in 
Enland) nay, ſcarcely thought of, er diſcerned ro 
be an Error,— It is evident jf we may believe the 
words of otic of the Popes Champions, Door Weſton 
by xame, wo in the Diſputation held at Oxſ#'d, in 
the Popes behalf, againſt Cranmer, Riley, and Lati- 
mc, ofed this Syllogiſm of Logick (or rather So- 
Thiſtry) ro prove their new npſtart Idolatrous Do- 
'Qcine, of Tranſubftanriarion. Thac 
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That which was forbidden in the Old Teſtament 
k commanded in the New, 


To drink Blood was forbidden in the Old Teſts» 
ment, and commandcd in the New, 


Ergo, It is the very Blood of Chriſt, that we drink 
in the Sacrament, 


Whence nore, That he layeth the ſtrength of his 
Argument for Tranſubſtanriation, in the lawfuinels 
of crinking Bloed, one of the ſafeſt Sylogiſmes that 
ever was drawn ; for the drinking of Blood is neither 
forbidden in the Old Teſtament, nor commanded if 
the New : The Law of God indecd torbids cating its 
and if the Law of God forbids ro car it, the Law of 
Nature forbids to drink it, Yea, Nature it (cif ab» 
hors todrink ir, and can it be agreeable i@ Nature to 
eatit? We may as well mingle Blood with our 
drink, as mix it with our meat, beth which arc an 
Abominaticn to God. 


If God wonld have given liberty and tolleratation 
xe any to cat Blood, ſurely he would have given 
liberty ro Noah at that time, his onely choice Ser- 
yant in all che Werld ; nciclier would he have hid « 
from him, if he intended to have tollerated it for che 
furure', for it was to him, and to his Sced after 
him, 


Aﬀer all theſe things, 1 have laſtly theic few Con- 
(ideracions, to propound to thoſc that believe in Chriff, 
but are yer imperfe& in obedience, by reaſon of their 
Non-conformiry to this Antient and uvrepealea Law 
of God- 


'( 54) 


confid. 7, Conlider wherher that which was come 
manded in the O.d Icfttiment, and i» conftirmed ig 
the New, can without Error, be v.olatedand broken, 


Confid. 2. Corffider whether that which was write 
ren. by advice, and counſcl of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
wnanumoully agreed upon by the & plies, Elders, 
and Church of Chriſt, ought not to ve oviceved by 
all chat belicvc on him to the end of the World, 


Confid. 3. Conſider whether any one c19 without 
danger to his fouls healthy 21 her ighnorancly, of wile 
fully kick and ſpur, againſt che keen cdge of Gods 
Word, 


Confid, 4. Whether it can favour of true Chriſti- 
an Wiſdom, to argue and dilpure agatuſt che holy 
Laws, and juft Commands of a Gracious and Loving 
God 


Conſider, 5. Conſider wherher it be poſſible for 
any une 10 be a -r1ic and faithful Member of rhe true 
Church of. Chriſt, char flights and concemns by wil» 
ful diſobedience, the Laws and Decrees which wee 


EnaGtcd &y the ſame Church. 


I believe many of you will make a mock at theſe 
things, 1 look tor no leſs ; but 1 muſt tcll you, that 
the hurt will be to your own ſouls, and although I can= 
nor but grieve at it; Yet I ſhall not much wonder at 
it, becauſe it is no Hew Ming for ſinners to wrap them- 
felves up in luch folly, a3't9 make a muck at bn, and 
chruſt the yoke of Obedience from themy £0 be par- 
tial in Gods L1w?, and: hiuncrfome jn yheir own 
wayes. Bur ler me tell you in the word of the Lord, 
that if ye will be Chriſts true Diſciples, ye muſt rc- 
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folve ro deny your ſclves, in your own Wills, your 
own Cuſtomes, and your own Wayes, and all ex» 
cuſes laid aſide * Stumble ng mere at that which croles 
you, bur take it up to follow him, yez, to run after 
him inthe way of his Commandmencs. Unto whom 
with the Fathcr, and the Huly Ghoſt, be aſcribed, 
all Honour, and Glory, Ovedicnce and Thankigis 
ving, world without end, Anen. 


AN 


Hundred, Seventy and Six, 
SACRED 


OBSERVATIONS, 


Upon the ſeveral 
i * 3 YL 
O F 


| { The Swcereſk of PSALMES) 

the Hundred and Ninteenth PSA LM, 
Stated, Opened, and Applied (as a brief 
| Expoſition thereon) to the People of 
| WEST COw#ES, in the Iſle of 
WIGHT, being the Exerciſe of my 
Publick Afiniſtry, in their New Chappel, 

lately Cofiſecrated by the Right Reverend 
Father in God, George Lord Biſhop of 
WINTON. 


ing to Everlaſting, »pon them that fear 
bim: And his Righteouſneſs unto Childrens 
Chi/dren, &c. 
1 John 2. 4. 
P He that ſaith I knon him, and kgeperb not bis 
Commandments, is a Licr, and the Trmb 
is nu in him. 


\| 


SE GEDSES 1 
PE PLEEEE RE 
Tos the Inhabitants of 
Weſt-Cows, Uniry 
of Heart, inthe trun 
Worſhip of God be pr- 
ven from, and jd 4 
med in Heaven. F 


My Dear and Living Friend;, 


[ is a rare thing to be 
really Religious,& as 
rare for ſuch as are ſo to 
be both in Judgment & 
Aﬀection, ſo free from 

” prejudice and partial 
F 2 ac- 


A 


De =» 
dcceptation-of any, as 
to efteem of all rather 
according to their.ſin- 
cerity in the duties , of 
Religion, then totheir 
ſcrupulouſneſs in mat- 
ters of ſmalleſt impor- 
tance; For . there. are 
ſome whoſe zeal is ſo 
vehemently- ſet upon 
worthleſs trifles, asf 
they, were. matters , of 
greateſt moment ; And 
others there are,whoſe 
Antipathy 41s as.adverſe 
to ſome harmleſs things. 
which 


Deatcatory. 
which have no fault at 
all, but in the fancy of 
thoſe thatmiſtake them; 
From both which ex- 
.treams, the ſweet, Sa- 
cred and Golden Rule 
of. Devotion, preſcrib- 
cd in this 119th. Film 
(which contains an Im- 
partiall keeping, and 
an Univerſal walking, 
in all the Righteous 
Commands of God 
will guide and. dire 
you, to keep. at, a ſafe 
and reaſonable diſtance. 
And 


| The Epiſtle 
And ſo your reſpeCtsto 


rrue Religion, will car- 


ry you on without dan- 


ger of ſpliting your 
fouls, & being caſt away 
upon the (aribdes of 
ſuperſtitious/gnorance, 


- or of being ſwallowed | 


up in the SyZaof Spi- 
ritual wickedneſs. 

They do of right 
belong to you, for {e- 
veral Reaſons. 


1. Becauſe they were 
for your ſakes, the la- + 


bour and fruits of my 
Study. 2, Be- 


= 


Dea atory, 
2: Becauſe they found 


- fkindan Acceptation 


I 
amongſt you, when 


publickly delivered 


- many of 
ted. that Lang 
\49w them 1n a I__ 
ſreige, for your priv 
= That IF might 
_—_ a remaiming Te- 


- ftimony behind me, (if 


h 

ther by deat 
cls = dif ws 
= of Proyidence, 
2" 4 ſhould 


The Eyiftle 
ſhould* call- me from 
you) that in the'work 
of my Miniftry,”* my 
chief aim was *Gods 
glory, and the g9ed of 
your fouls. © -- 

'T have committed to 
the Prefs , nor more; 
hor leſs, then what 1 
took with my Pen - for 
my own Memory, and 
adds onely quoted the 

Friptures, that I made 
Uſe of for Confirmari- 
on, Explication,” and 
Application. ] hope 


you 


Dedicatory. 


you will take the pains 


* r6look but the Proofs 


and peruſe :them,as you 
ſhallt-read the. Obſer- 
vations ;-' whickz: I'am 
ſurewill muchredound 
to your/imward” profit, 
and bea Teſtimony for 
you, that you have 
hungry and unfeigned 
deſires ,after ſaving 
Knowledg. The Lord 
bleſs you, and keep 
you; the Lord make 


tis Face to ſhine upon 


you, and be merciful 
unto 


The Epiſile, 
unto you, and of his. 
GoodneG, reſtore into | 
Boſomes a thou- | 
Fand fold, the many . 
and unwearigd kind- | 
neſſes which many of 
you have Se unto 


Tear weak and unwor- 
thy Servant in the 


woſt ſacred Imploy- 
wen, 


Fohn A\oore. 


To , 


I 
c 


SBvR 
- Tier "Syoevever 


To the Induſtrious 
Reader. 


He Bereans are recorded ( 

the Als and Monuments of t 

Primitive Churth) to be of 6 more 

noble ſport then ſome other Chri- 
flrans were, lecarfe they ſearcht the Scrip- 
tures dayly, te try the truth of theſe geo 
which were delevered to them even by the 


Apolles themſelves. 


Which woble and tngenras AS of theers 
did without all peradventare afford -_ 


2094. 224; 
| wh Bs 


To the Induftrious Reader. 

both profit and delight ;, profit, by the great 
increaſe of their knowledge 1n the miſteries 
of "tbeix own ſalwa'ton, which the Hal 
Ghoſt calls the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt 
and delight ; becauſe in ſearching the Scrip- 
rare, they bad a dayly profpet of the ſweet 
and ſacred, bely aud heaprply warigttes of 
Gods gractous dealings with ſinners uncon- 
perted, convertiBg, wnwertied and confire 
med; iuncouverted in the time of their 
blinizeſs and ignorance, converting i; the 
time of thetr 'millingneſs' to Le 7n:ſtrufted, 
comveried by a ſacred reſolution to return 
no more to their Ag9/tian darkneſs the 
wajes of jin ;. and confirmed by a confident 
af] urance of never falling away from the 
grace 41;d f avvour of God, 


#huh fourfold Hate, thou wilt clearly 
ſee in the ſeveral werſes of, and the obſer + 
"vations which I have (to my own orcat jo) 
and comfort) collefled ' from the I 15 
Plalm, and 7 hope the ſatisfafton of the 
" 4#diener, towhom they were delivered, 0- 
"pened "and applied. 
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To the Induſtrious Reader 
1 have for piublick benefit preſcribed 
the werſes with the Obſervations thereong 
axd only -quoted the Scriptures which'\'f 
made uſe of in the Explicatiog\ of them 
purpoſely to put thee upon the like, and moſt 
noble tmployment 1n the world, the ſearch- 
ing of the Scriptures, which will yield chee 
30,60, or' 100 fold more profit and en- 
creaſe of divine knowledge, then the curſo- 
rily reading- whole Volumes of Emment 
Men written at large, and render thee az 
objeRt of -Gads love, 4 faithfull and obedi- 
ent ſervant to Chriſt, who commands us to 
ſearch the Scriptures, a follower of the 
Foot-fleps of Hu Flock,. ſtrengthen thy 
faith, £onfiry thy hope, 4 thee with the 
fruits of charity, comfort thy heart, en« 
lighten thy underſtanding, rejozce thy ſoul, 
wicken thy ſpirit, arm thee againſt the 
Jaferines of Satan, chear thee in ſickveſs, 
prepara thee iſor death, and provide good 
ex1dence for thee 11 the day of Judgment. 


All which moſt pretious and invalua* 
ble priviledpes, the God of all mercies, 
mercifuly 
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SR ſy gre, not only wnts <p | 
therr eternall ——— ſee bis face ” 
SP in the life ek 


'T 


The moſt unworthy 
Servant of the moſt 


2 AL, 


Obſervations uponthe 
119 Pſalm. — 


Verſ; 4 


& 42 id are the undefiled in the way; who waly in 
Bus of the Lord. | os 


Of. 1. 


The only wiy to undefiledneſs, is to walk in the 
known Laws of God, and undefiledneſs is the only way 
to bleſſedneſs. Prof, Cant. 5. 2. chap. 6. 9.- Heb. 7. 
36, Phal. 24. 4+ Pſal, 73» n 


Ver. %. 


Bleſſed ore they that keep bis reſtimonier} and thas ſeo 
bim with their whole beart. 


0b. z. 


To keep the Teftimonies of the Lotd, and re ſet 
| him with incire and hearty affeRion, is rhe ſafe way to 
$a fave mere bn cxermel happineſs, Rev. anc 14+ 

ſal, 1. 1, 3, Pro. 8, 34. 


G Ye. 


"CONF. 
Ver. 3- 2 


They alſo do 10 iniquity,ybey walk in bis wayes. 
Ob. 3 


_ They who thus walk in the wayes of the Lord, 
have turn'd their backs upon the works and wayes of 


carkneſs,' Col. 1, x3, 1 Pet. 2.9. Jo. 13, 46. Afts 


26, 18, Ro, 13. 13. Eph. 5. 8, it. 
. Ver, 4- | 
Thes haſt commended us to keep thy precepts diligently. 
Ob. 4 


Ic is the duty of all theſe that fear God, and that 


for ſalracion, to ule all che diligence rhat they can 
and keep his ſacred precepts. Dtut, 3B. 1,2. 


co 
Hed. 11.6. Exe,1 5. 25, 26. Dewi. 6. 6, 748. 17.18, 
24+ 


Dewt. 1.13, 
Ver. Fs, 
O fuat my wajes were diretted to keep thy ſtatutes. 
0b. 5. 


They who are truly ſcnfible of theſe rhingy, are 
arieved ac che harry. chat cicher hey have formerly 
walked conary to the way of God reycalcd by tus 
Liws, or that .ac-preſert they find a backwardneſs in 
themſelves to it, x Same 15/4114 Zire 38. 185 19+ 
P/al. 38. 18. 


Ver, 


ll 


2 S—< 6 


Ver. FF 
Then ſhall I uot be aſbaned, when I have reſpelt unts 


} all thy commandments. 


ob 0b. 6. 


The only way for any man or woman to keep chem= 
ſelves frow ſhame, is td have « true and impartial re- 
ſpe wo the righteous commands of God, Ly. x. 6. 
1 Chron. 28.7, 3, 10% 11: 34. | 


| ; Ver, 7. 


I will praiſe thee with wprigbtaefs of bear when 8 
ſha bave learund thy righteaus judgments, = 


0b. T7. 


Thoſe whv are well learned in the righteous Judge 
ments of che Lord, and walk therein wich uprig 
hearcss are the only people that can praiſe the Lord in 
fincericy without dillmulation and. bypocrifie, 7of. 
a4. 14. Epb. 6. 24. Iſa,4.. | 


» | Ver, £. 


I will keep thy ftlatutes, © forſake me not utterly,” * 
0b. 8. 


The true ſeryanes of the Lord taſte ſo much fweer- 
neſs in him, by walking wich him in his wiyes, hut it 
cazxes them reſolute and willing to cominue-therein, 
inſomuchy that 2 thought of departing from them is 

G 3 gricvous 
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jevous to their ſouls. Job 34. 3, Jo. 6. 66, 63,68; 
al. 34+ 8, 


Parr 24 Ver. 9. 


Wherewithal ſhall « Ir yy bis wayes, by 
rakiag beed it accor 


Ob. 91 


Dk viſible means, which God hath preſcribed 

wen to op; ———_ _— nodes 

m the pollutions world,is to a= 

ons by the rule of his word. Pro. 22, 6. 1'S48, 1.24. 
| and Gb. 3. 19 30, 


Ver, I0s 
with my whole beart bave 1 ſought thee, O let me wt 
wander from thy commandments. 
Ob. 10. 
” . The beſt of the ſervants of God, being ſubje& ro wan- 
der from his wayess have dayly and c need of 


his aſſiſtance to guide and keep them upright thereirf? 
Pſal. 31, $.and Pſal, 43. 3. Iſa. 58. 11.79. Pſal.78; 
F 3+ 


Ver, 11. 


: 1 wend be: 1 kid 1 mire beart, that 1 might cox 
8 8ge1{ / 


cb. 


> Tak 
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Ob, 11. 
Thar which keeps rhe ſervants of Ged in a ſacred 
awe,and dtcad of his name, is the oft hdari j 


words and the treaſuring ir up" it their hearts, "Din; 
9 44 5» 6, Iſa; 8. 14. Pext; 4. 10, Ft, 124 


Ver. 32. 
þ Bleſſed art thas © Lord, teach me thy ſtatutes. 
Ob. 12, | 


- They thar are willing ro learn the Rarures of the 
Lord, will in a ſhort cime be ſuch proficjencs,that they 
thall aye” caiſe "*<hough to 'BlEft * and 'praife © his 
Name. 'Hif.'6.-3: Pro. 8; 1,to'1+, and 16, 3 Col, 
I, 9, 10, ' | &} L porn 0 | 


K ! 


9! ,þ HA 
Ver.13., 
with my lips bave 1 declared all the judgments of thy 
munuth 


Ob, 13. 


, _The word of God is of the natyre of fire, which can- 


act contain it ſelf within gore,” bur muſt needs break 

forth to publick view. | Jer. 20,'9. and chap. 23. 39. 

Pſal. 39. 39: 'Att4. 20, 5 wa IR 
Ver. 14+ 

_ 1 have rtoyeed in thy teftimenies, gs much 45 jp al 

nehes, | mn 
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Ob. 14. 
The treaſures of divine lnoulcige, do more rejoyce 
the heart of # true Chriſtiang than all carthly rea» 


ſures whar{cever, Iſa, 12. 3. and 35. 10, 1 Pet, 1, 
8. Mat. 3. 10, LIN. 24, 5+ 


Ver. 15. 


1 will meditate in thy precepts, and hvt reſpeft unto 
thy wayes. 


Ob. I5. 


Sarred reſalutions in the exerciſe of pious medita- 
tions, do beger a ſacred reſpe& and holy love to rhe 
wayes of God. Dax. 1.8. 3 C0r.1, 15, 16s 17, 18. 
Frag, 5.3. Hiſt. 4. 16. 


Ver. 16. 


I will delight my ſelf in thy ſlatutes, 1 will not ſorgct 
thy word. 


Ob, 16. ® 


They thar take pleaſure and delight to ſerve Gd 

.and keep his Ratures, will at laſt obtain the gift and 

faculty of a good memory. Heb. 5. tt, 12, 13, 14, 
x Cor, 15. 2, Pal. 103. 18, L#.24. 6, 7, $. 


Part 3, Ver. 17. 
Deal bountifull with thy ſervants, that 1 may live and 


keep thy word, 
0b, 


| 


'Ce 
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Obſ. 175. 


Gods gracious dealings with us, inthe diſtributions 
of his Mercics to us, are ſtrong Engagements for u 
ro live torhe praiſe of his Name, which chiefly con« 
ſits in berping his Word, of. 24+ 13s 14. 2 Cor, 
JF. 14, 15» 


Ver. 18. 


Open thou mine eyes, thas 1 may bilold wondrous 
things out of thy Law, ” 


Ol. 18. 


The reaſon why men are ſo ignetant of che Myſte« 
ries of their Saly2rion, is becauſe the Eyes of their 
Underſtanding are not opened ; and the reaſon why 
their Underſtandings are nor opened, is becauſe they 
do not care to have them opened, Luke 24. 44 45+ 
Prov. 24. 30% 2 C0, 4. 3» 4+ 


Ver. 19. 


I ama ſtrarger in the Earth, hide not thy Commard- 
meats [rom me. 


Obſ. 19. 


The onely way to be acquaintcd with Gods fſe- 
erers, is ro be efeftionaely eſtranged from earthly 
things, Pbul, 3, 19, 20. Col. 3, 1, 2, Hb. 11.10, 
I4, I5, 16. 


G 4 Ver, 
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Ver. 20. 


My ſow breaketh for the longing aefere that it bath 
tothy Tudgmeats at all timss, 


Obſ, 20, 


The Myſteries of Salyation are ſo ſweet, and com= 
fortable ro believing ſouls, that ic fills them wirh 
ſtrong and longing deſires to encreaſe their know- 
ledg therein, Cait. 2.3 4+ Luke 10. 39, Atts 
17.11. Mat. 12. 42, 


Ver. 21, 


Thou haſt rchuked the proud that are curſed, which ds 
err from thy Commaidments. 
_ Obſ. 21, 

The Knowledg of God, teacheth Humility (and 
Humiliation is the way to Exalration) which proud 
hard-hearced finners, are unacquainted with, and 
therefore juſtly under a curſe, Mat. 11. 29, Pſal 
Io.4. Prov.16,18, Zeph, 2, 9,10. . 


Ver. 22, 


Remov? from me ſhame aud contempt, for I bave kept 
thy Teftumiaies. 


Ob. 22, 


A dayly walking in the Wayes of God, and a con» 
Kanz keeping the Word of God, rakes away all 
ai ſhame 


, (49) 
ſhame from a believing Soul, and maketh him bold 
and contident in the publick profeſſion of his Name, 
Rem. 1,16. Dans 3.16, 17, 18+ and Chap, 5, 18, 
to 24. 


Ver. 23. 


Princes alſo did ſit, . and ſpeak againſt me, but thy 
Seruait did miditate in 1y Statutes, 


0l{. 23, 


Although the oppolictions which a Chriſtian meers 
with in this life, are many and great, yer can they 
not diſcourage, nor diſhearten him from proſecuting 
the enterpriſe of his Chriſtian warfare, As 33. 1,2, 
Heb. 11. 36. Pſal. 129. 1, 2 


Ver. 24+ 
Ty Teſtimonies alſo are my delight, and ty Counſellers, 
Of, 2 4. 

They that are firong in the Faith of Chriſt, and 
bold in the profeſſion of rhe Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhall 
heyer want hs and counſel how to walk his Wayes 
aright, Pſal. 16. 7. 30d 73. 24. Iſa. 28. 29. Rev, 
3. 18, 


Part 4. Ver, as. 


My ſout cleaveth uito the duſt, quicken me according 
to thy i! ord. 


Gb, 


(50) 


Ob/.. 25. 


The greateſt meaſure of Knowledg, nor the excel- 
lenteſt ornaments of Grace that & true Chriſtian 
can be inveſted with in this 1;ife, can never make him 
proud, becauſe he is ſtill ſenſible of his own unwore 
thyneis by reaſon ot fin, and his daily wants of the 
quicknings of Grage, Ger. 32. 9, 19. Mat. 3.11, 
and $. 8. 1x Tim. 1-15. 


Ver, 26+ 


I have declared my wayts, 41d thou btardeſt ne : teach 
me thy Statutes. 


Obſ. 26. 
The onely way to receive ſatisfaRtion from God in 
fupply of our wants, is humbly to make known unto 
God in our Prayers, what the things arc that we do 


want, Jobn 14, 13. Phil. 4.6, 1 Chron. 4, 10. 


Ver. 27. 


Makt mu to underſtand the way of thy Priceits, {4 
ſhall 1 talk of thy wordrous works, 


Obſe 27. 

The myſtery of Gedlineſs is ſo great, that he 
which hath the greateſt meaſure of the knowledg of 
it, will never underſtand ir all whilſt he lives in this 
world, Rom. 11. 3,5 x Cor, 13. 9. Eph. 3.8. 


Ver. 


S WW & 6 
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; (51) 
Ver. 2$. 


My ſorl melteth for beavineſs, ſtrengthen thou me ac» 
cording to thy ward, 


OW. 28, 


They that have the = comforts in their ſouls, 
whilſt chey dwell in this body of fleſh, have ofren- 
times ſome clouds of ſorrow paſling over it, which 
cauſerh heavineſs of ſpirit. As Abraham, Gen.15.1z. 
Peter, Mat, 17. 4. Chriſt, Mat. 27. 37. 


Ver. 29. 


Remove from me the way of Lying, and teach me thy 
Law graciouſly. 


Ob/. 29. 


There is a ſacred Dereſtation of all falſhood, in 
the heart of every true Chriſtian,Deut.7.2 6.Kom 12.9 


Ver. 30. 


I have choſe the way of Truth, thy Tuigments bave 
I laid brſore me, 


Ob. 30. 

There is nothing more pjeafing, or rhat gives more 
CarisfaRtion and content to a * 'eving ſoul, then the 
inward treaſures of Diyine Truth:, Pſal, 23. 1» 
Prov, 3. 13s 14 I5. 


Ver. 


( 52) 


Ver. 3h 


I have ſtuck unto thy Teſtimonies, O Lord, fut mt 
not to ſhame, 


Obſ, 31: 
A ſacred and a full ſatisfa&ion in rhe 40 rg 
of Divine truths, doth ſtrengthen the ſouls refoluti- 
on net to part with them at any hand, Pan, 6, Ty» 


rants may force their ſouls our of cheir bodies, but 
never the Law of Gog out of their hearts, 


Ver. 32. 


I will rus the way of thy Commandinents, when thou 
ſhalt irlarge my heart, 


Obſ. 32. 


The inward bondage of the heart, is the onely 
great impediment to an holy life,Pſal, 4.3. and 116,16, 


Part 5. Ver. 33. 


Teach me, O Lond, the way of thy Statutes, and I 
ſhall keep it wits the end, 


Obſ. 33. 


A ſoul throughly rcanghr, and inſtrued of God | 


how to erder his Steps, to walk in his Wayex, 8 
ſomrtunes rouchr with a ſacxed fear of falling away, 
and therefore prays for Divine aſſiſtance to perſevere 
rothe end, 2 S4%- 6, 9. Gen, 28, 17. Job 3. 25- 

Mat, 
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Mat. T4, 28, 294 39, Kon. It. 20. Heb, 4, 11-16, 
Ver, 34+ 


Give me underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy Law 
yea I will obſerve it with my whole beat, 


Obſ. 34. 


TThe Sons of men being by Narare blind and igno» 
rant in the divine Myſteries of Gods Laws, having 
continual need of inward Illumination to draw their 
hearts ro walk cherein, Pſal, 18. 28. Eph:/. 1.18, 
Luke 1. 79. p 


Ver. 35. 


Make m? to go in the way of thy Commandments * 
for therein do I del'ght, 


Obſ. 35- 


The defire of a gracious heart, reacherh as well 
afrer reſtruining Grace to keep him from fin, as after 
Divine love to bring him c@ glory, Pſal. 19. 13, 
I Chron» 4. lo, Pſal. 5t. 3. Rom. 6.1, 


Ver. 36. 


Exchie my heart unto thy Teſtimocics, and not to Co 
uihtewſneſs, 


Ohſ. 36. 
Such as is the hearts inclination, ſuch is the ptr- 


ſons converſation, Prov, 38, 35, 1 Tin, 1.5. 
Exk., 


Exek. 20, 16. Luke 6. 45. Exod, 135. 21, 22. 
Ver. 37. 


Turn away mine tyes from bebolding wanity © and 
quicken thou me in thy way. 


Obſ. 37. 


Sinful Objeats are the Devils portals, whereby 
like a Serpent he creeps into the fouls of » Sons and 
Daughters of Men, Gez, 3.6. 2 $1. 11. 2, 3, 4+ 
Joſ. 7. 20,321, 


Ver. 38, 


Stabliſb thy word urto thy Ser-zant, who is acvoted 


to thy ſear. 
Ob/. 38. 


The departure of the Word of God out of the 
heart, 1s 5 main cauſe of a ſouls departing from 
the fear of the Lord, Za:h. 7. x2. Luke 8. 1% 
Hb, 3- 10,11, 13. 


Ver. 39, 


Turi away my reproach which I ſear, for thy judg'me'ts 
are good, 


Obſ. 39. 


The thoughts and apprehenſions of Gods fiery In- 
dignation and rcbukes for fin, do ſometimes lie ſorc 
and heavy upon a belicving ſoul, 2 Cor, 5+ 10, 11- 
Fſal, 38. 1, 2, 3+ Hb, 10. z6.to 31, V:r. 


(55) 
Ver. 40. 


Bebold I have lanred after thy Precepts, quicken me ia 
ty righteouſueſs. 


Op. 40. 


When Gods commands are « Souls delight, and his 
defires unſatigicd in longing aſter the knowledge of 
them, he will continually be reſorting to that foun- 
rain from whence ſuch quickning grace flowy, which 
he knows will throughly anſwer his deſires, ang fully 
ſatighe him in the end. Pſal. 73+ 25» 26, 27, 28. 
Pſal. 71. 3, 53 6. Mar. 19. 1. 


Part 6, Ver. 41» 


Let thy mercies come alſa wato me, 0 Lord, even tig 
ſatuation according to thy 101d, 


0.1. 


The {ureſt way to prevail with God in prayer, is te 
bring our petitions within the compais of a prom-ilc. 
. 1 . Fa - . % 
Gen. 32. 9. Exe, 33. 12, 1 M417. 8. 22 


Vcr. 42. 


Soſh:!l 1 hive wherewith to (wes bin that reprozche 
eth mr, for 1 truſt in thy 07.0, 


Ob. 42+ 
The Word of God is the oily Weapon that a Be- 


liever hath co worſt his Encmy with., Lu. 4. 4» 3. 
Ro, 1-17, 1 C07. 1.19. Ver. 


(56) 


Ver. 43. 


And: take not the word of truth utterly out of my | 
moth, for I bave hoped is thy Jud zments, | 


Gb, 43, 
$9 tweer and precious is the Word of God to a be< , 
lieving Soul, that he weuld not willingly be wirhhout 


it for all the world. Pro. 3. 15. 3% Pei. 2,6, 2 Pct. 


I, 4. 
Ver. 44. 


So ſhall I keep thy Law continually for ever and 
cUErs 


Ob. 44. 

When a Souls ſole dependance or future happineſs 
is in the promiſe of Gods Word, he hath no cauſe to 
fear the ruin of his Soul. of. 23. 1 4, 15+ Luk. 1.72: 
2 Cor, 1, 20, H:b.6. 13, 14, 15. ; 

Ver. 45- 


And 1 will walk at l:b:1ty, for 1 ſeek thy Precepts. 


Ob, 45. 


The ſureſt means, and eaſieſt way to obtain [piritu» 
all liberty and enlargedneſs of hcart, is by diligent 
ſeeking afrer Gods ſacred Preceprs, Pſal. 1, 24 3y 
comp, with Fer. 17. 7, 8. 


Ver, 


(57) 


Ver, 46. 


# 4 4 00 
1 wil! ſpeah; 6; thy ame alſo beſore Kngs, and will na: 
by a hazel. 


Ob, 46. 


Such is the undauntcd courage and reſolution of the 
aue and faithfull Servants of God, that thy arc new 
ther atfraid nor aſhamed to confels his name betare 
the greateſt Perion in the World. Exo, 5. I, 2+ 
1 Kg. 22, 14. 8 Sat. 15. 16,t0 25. fits 37. 17» 
to 29, 


Ver. 47. 


Aid 1 will delight my ſelf in thy Commandments, 
which I bays loyed. 


Ob. g7. 

AﬀeRisn and love to the commands of God do he- 
ger delight and pleaſure ro walk in the wayes of God. 
ſal. 26. 8. Cant. 1.7. J0. 14. 21. Ia. 58.13. 

Ver. 43. 


My ha-ds alſo will 1 | 't > »ato thy comg.tndments 
which I baxt lowed, and 1 will meditate 14 thy Statutes. 


0). 48. 


A true belieyer will make good with his hand, whacr 
bis tongue confefleth ro be the faith of his h:art, Gen. 
23-6, Joſ. 5.13. 1 $3. 17. 4% 

H Parc 


(583) 


Part 7, Ver. 49- 


Remember thy 11'0rd unto thy ſervants, upon which thos 
beſt cauſed me to bopy. 


Ob. 49. 


God doth net give becauſe we ask, but becauſe he 
hath promiſed co give to them that do azk, 2 Sam, 


7. 18, to the end, Iſa. 43. 25, 26. 


Ver. 50. 
This is my comfort iz my affliftion; for thy Ward bath 
quickacd me. 
Oh. 50. 


The truth of Gods Word in his promiſes ro his 
Servants, is the only ſupport and ſtay of their ſouls 
from ſinking down und.r the burthen of aMiRions. 


Pſal. 37. 23. x Sam, 30, 6. 
Ver. 51, 


The proud bave had mc exctedingly in deriſion, yet baue 
I not declined [rom thy Law. 


0b, 5r. 


Ir is not an eaſic thing for ungodly and wicked men 
| eo baffic a Believer out of his Faith, nor co jear him 
+ out of his Religion. G:n,z1. 9, 15am, 17. 4, 
> San, G, 20, 


Ver. 53, 


1$ 


ls 
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Ver. 52 


t remember ty jud:ments of 0!d, © Lord, and hate 
rom,o.ted my ſel}. 


Ob, 53, 


The calling to remembrance Geds works of old, 
doth open a paſſage into the heart of a Believer to re- 
new his comforts. 1/a. 25. 1. Pſal, 25.6. ind 74. 
T2. and P/al. 77. 5. to the end, Mat. 3. 4. Pal. 44. 
ag | 


Ver. 53. 


Horyor bath taker bold w01 ne, b:ca'iſe of the wicked 
that jo. ſake ty Law 


Ob. 53. 
A Chriſtians beſt comforts in this life, are cicher 
mixed og confronted with one grict or ther, Gen. 47+ 
9. 


Ver, $4. 


Thy Statutes have becn my ſo gs in the houſe of my 
p!/gAmage. | 
Ob. 5 4+ 
There is no joy in this life like to that Joy which 
the knowledge of Gods Laws doth beger in the heare 
of a Believer, Pſal, 23. 4+ Hib, 13, 2, 22, 23, 24+ 


H 3 Ver. 5f. 


(60) 


Ver, £S. 


I yemen.ber thy Name, O Lord, in the 33ght, and bave 
kept thy Law. 


Ob. 55. 


The remembrance of Gods Name righ:ly under- 
ſtood, doth fill .« Chriſtians Soul with dayly and 
nighcly Meditations of the excellent things which pro= 
geed from it. 2 Sem. 22+ go. Pſal,y, 11. and 9.10, 
znd 48, 10. and 143. 7, Cant. I» 3. 


Ver. 56. 
This 1bad, becauſe 1 kepe thy Precept-, 
0b. 56. 
The conſtant obedience of a faithfull heart, obarins 


© bleſſing of unknown priviledzes, 2 Cor. 2, 6, 7, 8, | 


9. and Chap, 3. 31, 22, 23, 
». Part 8, Ver, 57. 


Thou avt my Portion, O Lord, 1 bave ſaid that I would 
k:6 thy Wai ds. 


Ob/. 57. 


An invereſt in G4, through Chriſt, is the greateſt 
Trzafure in all th: World, and the ſureſt Portion that 
any one can injys Pſal. 37, 25, Phil. 3.7. $.Lan, 
3. 24+ 


Ver. 58. 
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Ver. 58. 


I intreated thy favour with my whole brart, be merci» 
ful unto me according to thy Word. 


Obſ. 58. 


The leaſt glimps of Gods favour, is better than 
thouſands of Gold or Silver ; and the gleanings of 
Grace, are better than a full harycſt of carthly things 
P/al. 4.7» 8. Pſal. $4. 10, 11. 


"Ver. 59. 


I thought on my wayes, and turned my feet unto thy 
Teſtimonies. 


Obſ. 59. 


A deep and ſerious conſideration of our own finful 
waycs, 1s one of the firſt ſteps that leads a ſoul utto 
Gods wayes, Lam. 3.4%. Ek. $6.31. 


Ver, 60, 
I mae hafle, and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. 
Obſ. 60. 
Ir is wiſdom in the Sons of Men, to haſten their 
repentance, and dangerous to defer ; it for a late re- 
pentance is ſeldom true, Mat. 3.2, Rev, 2. 5. and 


va. 313 2Z, Luke 3, 9, Rev. 3 zz 3- 


H 3 Ver. 


( 62) 


Ver. 6t. 


_ Toe Bund, of the wicked have robbed me, but I baue 
Yo! forgottet thy Law. 


Qb{. 61, 


No.outward lo{s can deprive a true Chriſtian of in- 
ward ecmfort, Job 1.21. 2 Cor. 6. 10. Hib,to.23, 


Ver, 63. 


At midnight I will riſe to give thanks unto thee, be= 
caſe of thy righteous judements. 


Obſ. 6:. 

All times are ſexſonably alike to the ſervants of 
God, both to call upon him by prayer, according to 
their neceſſicies, and to honour him with praiſes ac- 
cording to his mercics, Pſal. 55. 19, Cant. 3. 1. 
As 16. 25. and 20, 7 

Ver. 63. 


I am «4 Compution of all them taat {tai thit, ana of 
them that kerp thy Precepts, 


Obſ. 63. 


Holy commpgien, and true Chriſtian ſociety, is 
one of th: delights of the Servants of God on Earth, - 
Heb, 10. 24> 25. Mal' 3, 16. I'.l. 122, 1, 2, 3: 
Fer, FO. 4. Iſa, 2+ 3, 


Ver, 


( 63) 


Ver. 64. 


The Fayth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy ; teach me 
thy Statutes, 


Obſ, 64. 


The conſiderations of the infinitneſs of Gods mere, 
cies to the Sons of men, is a ſufficient Sea-Card to 
dire& and guide them to ſtear the courſe of rheir 
Iyes in the ſtraight line of his Laws and Staturess 
Mch.7. 18, 19; 20. Epheſ. 2.4. 17im, 1. 13, 16, 
1 Pet. I. 3+ 


Parr 9g, Ver. 6s. 


This haſt dealt well with thy ſervant, O Lord, «= 
cording to thy Word. 


0b/. 6g. 


Gracious ſouls remembring from what Fountain 
their mercies flow, cannot but acknowledg it with 
dayly chankfalneſs, Pſi. 65. tt. and 107. 8. and 
145. 7+ 


Ver. 66, 


Teach me c0o1 judgments ara krowledg © ſor I have 


' believed thy Commanaments, 


Ob/.. 66, 


One principal way and means to attain a right ape 
prchenkon and judgment in Diving Truths, is un- 
H 4 doubredly 


(64) 
doubredly to believe that Gods Commands are Rioh- 


rco''3 and True, and therefore to be obeyed, Ger, 18. 
17; 18, 19. Pſa. 25. 14. Mat. 13.10» 


Ver. 67. 


B:fore I was afflifed, I went aſtray ; but naw have 1 
kert thy word, 


Of. 67. 


Carnal eaſe doth too often beger carnal ſecurity 
in the beſt of Gods ſervants ; and carnal ſecurity be- 
gers ſpiritual c-reicineſs, che onely remedy whereot 
13 ſome ſharp affl.Fion or other, whic!, God in his 
Wiſdom is pleaſed to lay on them, as « healing Plai- 
ſer, 2 Sam, 11.1, Cant. 5,249, 4 IK'g. 11, 
3; 4. with Ver. 39. Lam. 1. 17. Iſe.1.5. 2 Cor. 
12, 7. 


Ver, 68. 
Thou art goods and doſt good, teach me thy Statutes, 
Ol. 68, 


Gods goodne's rewards us, ſhould induce us to turn 
aur hearts towards him, Jof. 24. 14. Kon. 2. 4. 


Ver. 69. 


The proul bave forged « lie againfi mt : bt 1 will keep 
*#y Precepts with my whole beert. 


Ob/. 


(65) 


Obſ. 69+ 
They that will be the ſervants of Truth, muſt ex» 
pect, and therefore not regard the flandrous words, 
ana falle reports of wicked men, Fer, 20, 10. 2 Sam, 
I6. 5. Nib:.6,6, 2Cor.6.8, 
Ver. 70. 


Their beart is as fat as grierſe, but I delight in thy 
Law, 


Gb. 70. 

When ethers contemn and deſpiſe the Ways of God, 
then is the exme tor the leryants of God molt highly 
to priſe them, x Kjng.1$.17. and 19.10. Afts 28.27. 

Ver. 71- 


It is goo! for me that I have been afflified : that 1 
mght lars thy Statutes, 


Obſ. 71+ 
Affiigions are good and wholſowe potions, to purge 
the unconſtant hearts of the Sons of Men, of Igne- 
rance and Error, H:b, 12. 9, 10, Is 


Ver. 73. . 


The law of thy Mouth is bitter u#to mt, then thouſands 
of Gold and Silver. 


0bf, 


(66) 


Obſ. 72. 


A true ſcrvant of God will be hired at no ratc, to 
renonnce the hope and conhdence, which he hath of 
obraining the recompencs of reward, promiled by 
Cirit ro rhole that believe on hum, Hy. 5. 13. 
Job 5.17. 


Part 10, Ver. 73. 


Thy bauds bawe mate me and faſhioned me, grove me 
uncle: flarding, tht 1 may learn thy Commandments. 


Obſ. 73+ 


The ſervants of God do rightly underſtand, and 
apprehend the end for which they were created and 
born, 7ob, 18. 37, 2 Cor. 5+ 14, 15, Epveſ. 4. 19. 


Ver. 9 


They thet ſear thre, will be glad when thiy ſie mtg 
becauſe I hive bopea 81 thy 110d, 


Obſ. 7 4- 


The true ſerv? nts of God dorcjoyce in one anothers 
company, Yea, ev-r. to {ce one another, Erod, 4. 4, 
x Sam. 19.2. Gn, 18. tz 2, Luk 1. 39, 40, 41> 


42,43. 
Ver. 75. 


I know, 9 Lord, that thy j» \gmrts are vight, aud 
thes thas of we» faithſulueſs, hiſt flies me. 


Ob/; 


'S 
þ, 


(67) 


Ob. 75. 


AfMliRions from God to his people, are « branchrof 
the Covenant of Grace on Gols part, Pſal 89.30,31 
Ge, 15, 13. 18. 

Ver, 76, 


Let I pray thze, tly mercy, © Lord, be for my comfo-ty, 
according tot) Word uito thy ſervant. 


Ob. 76. 

The free and tender mercies of the Lord. are well- 
ſprings of comfort to belicving ſouls, P/a/, 35; tos 
Pſal. 51. 1, 2. and 66, 20. abd 103. 17, 

Ver. 77- 


Let thy tender mercies come wito me, thit I may lives 
for t'y Law 3, my delight. 


Obſ. 77: 

The ſweer and render mercies of the Lord, do re- 
yive and quicken the drooping and dying ſpirizs of his 
ſervants, ſal. 27.13, Joaah2.7,%, Mat. 9. 36» 

Ver. 78. 

L*t th: proud be aſhamed, for thry deal perverſly with 

me without a cauſe © bat I will meditate ia thy Precepts 


Obſ+ 


( 68) 


Obſ, 78. 


The proad and haughty carriage of wicked ſpirirs, 
"and nngodly men towards the fervants of God, is 
without any juſt cauſe given by them, 1 Sam. 19. 5+ 
Fob 2. 3, Pal, 69. 4. Job. 15. 25. 


Ver. 79. 


Let thoſe that fear ther, twin wato me, ard thoſe that 
beve known thy Teſtimonies. 


Ob/. 79. 

Thoſe-that love and fear God themfelyes, defire ro 
be acquainted witly others thac are {0 qual.ted, Cait, 
3. 7. Mut. 3,16. Aﬀs 19.29, Heb. 10. 33. 

Ver. 80, 


Let my heart be ſound in thy Statutes, that I be nat 
aſhame4, 


Ob/. $0, 

The deceitfulneſs and unſoundnefs of mans heart 
in the wayes of Geds maketh ſo many Apoſtatiſe and 
Backſlide (as do) both from him and his wayes, 
Pſal. 78. $7. Jer. 8. JF. Ifr, 44-20. Hy. 7.16. 

Part 11. Ver, 81, 


- (0s f-intah ſor thy. ſalvation, but I bope in thy 
B # . 


Olof, 


(69) 
0b. $x 


As when a woman with child, longing for any thing, 
is faint and ready to {woon, ſo a ſoul that hath long- 
ing deſires after Chriſt, and is dclaid rhe injoymenc 
of him, is often ſenſible of ſpiricual faintings, Gen. 
45+ 26, Iſa. 40. 29. Fer. $. 18. Lan. 5. 17, 


Ver, 82, 


Mine eyes fail for thy word : ſayiig, when wil: thow 
comfort me ? 


0b. $2. 

As God exerciſeth his patience for the converſion 
of finners. So after they are converted, he exerciſcrh 
their patience in making them wait for the accompliſt» 
ment of his promiſes, Þ/al, 69, 1, 2, 3. 1/4. 38.14. 

Ver. $2. 


For 1 am become like a botile in the ſmock : yet do 
not forget Hy Siatutis, 


Ob. $3 


God doth oftentimes (accordirg to his wiſdome) ſu 
long delay and defer to anſwer the expeRation of his 
Servants in t»eir Petitions, that the inward comfort of 
their hopes ſcems to be quite drycd up. Pſal. 105.17. 
Iſa. 50, 19, Hab. 1. 2, 


Yer, 


(70) 


Ver. $4. 


How mary are th: Cay's of thy Servant + when wlle 
thou execute jugment 07 them that pcyſecute me 7 


Ob. 84. 


Although God do for a time (te try the patience of 
his ſervants) dclay rhe fulblling of his prom. ſes ro the 
ſarisfying their defires in the things they pray fory yer 
will he in due rime certainly grant the deſires of their 
foul, Ex0.13. 17, 41, 42, 51. Lu, 18.1. 


Ver. $7. 


The proud bave digged pits ſo; me ©: which are not aſter 
thy L.w. 


0b, 85. 


Pride is a capital fin, leading a ſoul from God and 
his waycs, and therefore no wonder that the Pſalmiſt 
doth ſo often meet with proud finners in the front of his 
enerics, ſtand in his way to oppoſe and hinder him 
from going forwards in the way of Gods command- 
ments, Pſal, 36. 11, Pro. 16. 18, Dan. $. 18. Ex. 
26, 49, Mal, 4. 1: 


Ver. $6. 


All thy Commandments ave faithfall and true, they per- 
ſecwte me wrong fully, belp thou me. 


0b. 


5 a” = VT an_w 


(71) 
Ob, 86. 


Gods Commands ro the Sons of Men, being faith» 
full and true, may at no hand be diſputed by them, 
yer notwithſtanding they do ſo, ard not only fo, but 
ro aggravate their fin, chey unjuſtly perſccute thoſe 
that doe obſerve and keep them. Phyll. 2. 14. 1 Cor. 
I. 20, 


Ver. $7, 


They had almoit corſum:d me upon earth : but 1 for» 
ſook nat thy Precepts, 


0b. $7. 

The greareſt ſufferings and ſharpeſt perſecutions 
thac Men or Devils can deviſe or inflict upen the faich= 
full Servants of God, arc too light and roo blunc to 
ſappreſſe heir fait, or cur off hope which they have 
in Jeſus Chriſt, Pſal, 44- 17. 2 Cor. 4- 8. 

Ver. $3. 


Duicken me after tly loving kindniſſe, ſo ſhall 1 keep 
the Teftimanics of thy Mouth, 


0b. 88. 


As Men and Devils are full of ſpice and hatced r9- 
wards the Servants of God, whereby they cndcayour 
ro make their lives biurer 3nd uncomtortabl 2 ; ſoon the 
other ſide, God is full of love and kindneſs, wherewich 
he quickens gheir ſpirits, and ſupports them againſt 
it, Iſa, 43 2, 3+ 3 Cor, 13. 19, Dan, 3. 24. 


" Parte 


72) 


Par: 12, Ver. $9. 


For ter, O Lord, thy Word is ſetlcd iz Heaven, 


05. 39. 


A Beleiver knowing that Gods Word is unchangi- 
ble, being ſettled in Heaven by a firm Decree, takes 
up a firm reſolution in lis own Soul ſtedtaſtly to ad-» 
here ro ic, Pſal. 138. 2. 7ob, 23. 13. Fxpa, 6. 11, 
Lis. F. 5. Pal. 119. 160, 


Ver. 95, 


Thy faithſulnſs is unto all generations, tou baſt eft a» 
bliſhed the earthyand it abideth, 


Oh. 90. 


Whether the Sons of Men will believe in God, and 
curn their feer to his Commandments, or nor, it avails 
not, Gods Word and wayes continue unalterzble, that 
therefore is the only truch which hath continued from 
generation to generation, Heb, 13.8. 


Ver. 91. 


They continue this day according to thize Ordinances: | 
for all are thy Strvants. 


0h, 91. 


The whole Creation(finfull man excepred continue | 
w ſerve God in the courſe cf that nature wherein 
they were at firſt creared and made, Pſal, xg. 1, 3. 
IJa, t. 3. Jer 8. 7. Ver. 


i. 


(73) 


Ver. 92. 


walefs thy Low had been my delight : 1ſbould then huge 


FE} 1n mice afflidion, 
Ob, v2. 


One end. for which God hath given his Word unts 


his Servants, and one main priviledge which they oþ- 


tain thereby, is, that rhey may comfort themſelves 
with the promiſes thereof, in the time of their aſfii- 
Rions, and in the day of their ſorrow. Jo. 16. ult. 
1. Theſ. 4. 16. Jer. 8. 18. with <<, x5. 16+ 


Ver. 93. 


I will never forget thy Precepts : fo) with thi thew 
baſt quickened me. 


0b. 93. 

They that are often exerciſed in reading and medi+ 
tating on Gods ſacred Laws ind Precepts, do ſome= 
times feel ſuch inward joy and revivings of [pirig,which 
they can; never forget all their life after, 1/7, 13+ 3- 
Jer. 15. 16. 45,13, $2. 21 Pit, 18, Pſa. 1374,5- 

Ver. 94+ in; | | 

I an thine, ſave. me © ſor 1 bave ſought thy Pretepte. 

| 0h, 94. 


They that draw nigh to God in keeping his Pre» 
&pts, do at laſt find themſclyes to be nearly related 
I % 


(74) 


to him which by infallible evidences they are able to 
make our ſeveral wayts, -r As Servants. 2 Ag Friends, 
As Sons and Daughters. 4 As cſpouſed ro him. 
». 13, 3. Pſal. yoy. Jo-11. 11. 72. 3, 34, Cant, 
S.I. 70. 15.14. 3 C0. 6.18, Hy. 2, 


Ver. 9s. 
The wicked have waited for me, to defiyey me © but 1 


will con fider thy Teſtimonie; 
Ob. 95. 


* Gracelefſe rven, and wicked ſpivics tenſpirt, abd 
watch | —— ro ruine and deſtroy the true and 
Faithfull Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. Jer, 30. 16, Das, 
6. 11, Ln. 6,7. AS 19. 24. 


Ver. 96, 


I bave ſeen an end of all perſeRion, but thy Commans- 
Bens 3s exceeding broad. 


0h. 96. 

"The Sairic tha ever lived upon the face of 
the heyer acrained ro ſuch a perfeRion of prace, 
ſo as to be exempred from obedience to Gods com- 
mands, Phil. 2, $, Hb. y. $. 1 Pet.1. 2, | 

Part r3. Ver, 97. 


© bow 1 love thy Law, it is my Meditation all the ad. > 


(75) 
24 "0b, vs. 
I | | 
* | They that hiye a true and inward loye to the Tau: 
of Got, care nat how ' touch they medicare rherevrl, 
wot how often they ſpeak thereof, Pſal.z4. 4. Pſal. t. 
1,3. and 71. 24. Ls, 2. 36, 37+ ; 
I l Ver. 98. 


Thou, through thy commendments haſt rade me wiſer 
then all mint exemics : for they arc cutr with me. 


d 0h. yt." 
d 
p, A ſure way to attain rrue wiſdetne, is ro learn and 
aws of God, Det. 4, 6: Pſal. 2. 19, 
Pſa. 19. 7. Pro; 2$. 7, 
Ver. 99. 
I bavet more widerſtauding thas all my teachers © for 
thy ceftimenics are my Weditations. 
0. 99. 
of 
Go The only way co excell in wiſdome, is to prefer the 


N- d6&rin of Gods Laws before any orher learding. Pfal, 
19, 7, $. Aﬀ; 7.22. AtE. ro. TM 


p Ver. 1009. 
N. 1 underftexd mort ther the} Anciimts : hetauſe 1 keep 
thy Preceps, © ſh 


0b, 


(76) 
Ob, _ 


Humane wiidome c2nnot reach the depths of divine 


yſterics. « 14.1 +32. IC +» T- 19. 
I. 25. 


Ver, 101. 


1 beve refrained my feet from every evil way © that I 
my keep thy word, 
Oh, 101, 


They that would keep themſelves from the aA of 
fin ; muſt do what they can to avoid the occcafions of 
fin, Pro, 1, 10, 15. Pſal, 1. 1. Pro, 4. 14. 15, Mar. 
IF. 66, 


Ver. 103, 


T have not depayted from thy yadgmints © for theu bat 
rawght me. 


Op. 102. 
So precious is the Word of Gad to. a belicying foul, 
char he will nor part with it at any rate. P[al. $4, 16. 
Pro. 8. 10, 11, Heb. 11. 25. 


Ver. 103» 


How fwatt is thy 101d wite my mouth © yea, ſmeater 
then bory to my taſte, 


Ver, 


w— 


(97) 


OW. 163, 


, Nothing is ſweeter then the Word of the Lord. 
b Pſal. 19. 104 Pro. 16. 24. Cant. 2, 3. and chap. 7. 6: 


Ver. 104, 


Throuzb tby Precepts 1 gtt underſtanding * therefore 1 
hate every [alſe way. 


Ob, IO4. 


There is ſuch an antipathy berwixt truth and errors 
f that they that arc friends to the former, cannot bur 
1 deenengies to the lacrer. 4 Chros. 19. 2. Pal. 97.10. 
, 2 Con. 19, $. Pſal. 139. 3x. 


Part I'4 Ver, Idf5, 


Thy word i; « Lawy wito my Feet © and « Light nite my 
t Paths. 


Ob. tos; 
The Word of God is rhe ground of a Chriſtian,and 
the rule of his life, 7o; 13. 48, As 2b. 32, 2 Pct, 
1. 19, 20. If4.'8; 20; and th, 30, 0. 
Ver, 106, 
þ I bave ſworn, aad will perſorm it * that 1 will keep thy 
| /1ghtcous jndgments. 


Ob. 


(78) 


: Oh, 106. 


Sacred vows do ofrentimes beget ſound obedience, 
and ſrong reſolutions, ſtgur periormances, ; Ges. 28, 
29. chap. 3. 13.'and 35. I1- 15S", 1, 11, 20, 
Num), 21. 2. 


Ver. 107» 


I am affiitcd very much, quicken me,O Lords 2ccorabg 
to thy Ward. 


0b, '107. 


A-Chriftiap may be ſenfible of, and ſee! che ſnoarc 
of afflitions, and yer be neichey diſcomteneed nor ime 
patient under them, Pſal. $9. 10, 11. Iſa, 26, 16, 
17, Mat. 26. 37» 38, 


Ver- 103. 


Accepe 1 biſcech thee , the ſreewilt offcrings of wy 
math O Lord ; aid teach me thy judgments, 


0b. 108. 


Thar Soul which by faich is made ſcnfible of his be- 
ing freely juſtified by the Grace of Chriſt from the 
guilt of fin, cannot be ſo ungratefull, bur to return 
ſome 'freewill offering er other to God f.rit, Pal, 
LI6- 12, and £4. C. 


— 


(79) 


Ver. 19099, 
My foul.is continually in my band : yet do 1 vet forget 
thy Law, : 


Gb, 109, 
A trye belicver will expoſe himſcli ro any danger, 


rather then deny gr renounce the Lay of his Das, 


I, M5 20. 32. 
Ver, Tios 


The wicked bave laid a ſnare for me : yet 1 erred nu 
from thy Precepts, 


0h, 119. 


The Devil will not ſuffer wicked men to reſt quier 
in thieix common fins, but keeys them imploy'd and 
dulied in wiſchjevoys works, to prejudice rhe innocence 
ſervants of God. Exo. 1. 8. Mat,2, Alt; 23. 12, 13, 
14. Dan. 6, x1 The). 1, 145 15+ 


Ver. 111, 


_ Thy teſtimonies have 1 taken a3 an beritage for evtr 2 
{01 they are the rejaycing of my beart. 


0b. 11. 


The true knowledge of divine myſterigs, is ſuch a 
treaſure, and doth kill the ſoul with ſuch joy, gives him 
luch latisfaRion which no earthly heritage can give. 
Ls, 30, uit, Rev. 3. 18. Phi. 3.7, 8. 

l 4 Ver, 


(30). 
Ver, 112. 


1 beve inclined fy beart to perform thy Ratutts ©: even 
wito the end, 


Ob. 112, 


True ſanifying grace inclines the hearrs of thoſe 
that have'ir, to perſevere, and held our ro the end in 
their dutiful obedience to the Laws and Ordiriances of 
God. Rev. 2.10, Mat. 28, 20, 


Part x5, Ver, 113. 
I bate vain thoughts : but thy Law do I love. 


Ob. 113. 


Whatſoever is dire&ly oppoſite to the Law of God, 
is downright vanity. 1 Sem. 12. 21. 2 Kjr. 17, 11, 
tou, 15, Pſal.v.1, Mat. 15.9. 1Tim. 1,6, 


Ver. 114. 


Ton & t my þ:4ing plate, and my ſhield : I bope in thy 
ward. 
Ob. 114 


The ſame that Gods was't® Abraham, the ſame he 
is ro all che. fajthfull, Ges. 15.1, Dcat. 33. 29. 
z Sam, 32. 3. Pfal, 115. 95 10, 11, | 


($1). 


Ver. 115, 


pepart from mr ye ec1l doers : for I will keep the com» 
mandments of my Go4. 


Ob. 115. 


They that fear God and keep his commandments 
neither can nor will hold any Inn 2 ſpiris 
cual things with choſe that turn afide from them. ev. 


10.1. Mal, 3. 13, to the end, 
Ver, 116, 
uphold me atcording to thy word, that I may live * P. 
lit me not be aſhamed of my bope. 
Ob, 116. 


God will ſurely uphold rhoſe that hold forth the 
ruth of his Word, nor ſhall rhey in rhe end be difap- 
pointed of the good things which they have hoped for. 
Rey. 2. 10. 17, chap, 3.5, 11 13. 


Ver., 117» 
Hold tho« me u!, and 1 ſhall be ſaſe : and 1 will buve 
reſpeft unto thy Statutes continually, 
Ob. 117. 


They whom God upholds, cannot fall, and except 
he do upheld us, we cannot ſtand, Sampſon, 7:7es 16. 
Per, Iſa, 50. 9, 10. Cant, Þ. 5. 


Ver. 


($2) 


Ver. 118, 


Thaw baſt treddin down all them that do err [ram thy 
$atatts : for their deceit 1s falſbood, 


Obſ. 118, 
| God will ſurcly tread down choſe rhat rrample up- 
an-his Orginances, and caſt away tho!c that lay abde 
hy L2w5, lus 5, 11. Eck. 346. 18. Hol. 10, It, 
Ver. 119. 


Thos puitiif away 4 the wicked of the Earth like 
$05 7; thuor-fore 1 owe thy Teftnomes, 


There is as much difference berwixt wicked men, 
and Juſtifcd fanners, as there 13 berwixt «rols, and the 
pureſt rekned merals, Exch. 22+ 17, 18. Proving 16- 


Ver. 120. 


My fleſh tremblcth ſor fear of thee, and 1 am afraid 
of thy judgment; 

Ol. 120, 

The ere fear of God for the preſents begers Eter- 
nal ſecurity for the fucure ; ſo that if we can bur 
truly fear God, who is above all, we need not fear 
men nor devils at all, Mat. xo, 28, Ir, 52, 7, 8. 


Ver, 


SCC ig 
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Part Ig. Ver. 121. 


1 bave dove juſtice and judgment, lene ave nar ro 
mine Oppreſſors. 


Gb/. rar» 


The fruits of true Grace, are the works of Trach, 
and  Righicouſneſs, and God will pever leave, nox 
forſake thoſe char exerciſe, chemſelves herein, Fer. 


3. If, IC, : 
Ver. 123. 


, Be ſartty for thy ſeryant for good ; let not the proud 
oopreſs me. 


Obſ. 122, 


The cauſe of true | :ligizan, is Gods own concerg 
and Intereſt, Num it. Atig.0, 


Ver. 1323, 
Mive& ' © 17 | valuation, aid for the Word of 
why Rightes., 5;-. 
Of. 133. 


The people of God arc a waiting peoples "waiting 
upon him under every diſpenſation of Providence; 
and from Age to Age expeRting till the work of Righ- 
cecuſneſs be eſtabli in the carth, Proc. Þ. 34. 
Pal, 37.7, 2 Pet.3.13. 


Ver. 


(84) 


Ver. 124+ 


-Deal with thy Servant according to thy mercy : and 
teach me thy Statutes. 


OV. 124. 

Meicy is a figners pla, which being obtained, the 
love of-it draws himy co a faichful obſcrvation of 
Gods Commands, Pſal, 5 1.-— and 43: 33 4- 

Ver, 13g, 


I an thy ſervant, give me waderftanding, that 1 may 
know thy Teftimozies. X 


Ob/. 125. 
Any true -Incereſt in God, gives the ſoul a privi- 


kedg to. know his ſecrtrs, Prove 1. 224 33. P[al, 
25. IS Das, 3. 16, 


Ver. 1168. 
It ifitime for thee, - Lord to work, for they beve made 
ty Law, 
Ob/, 116, 


There i3 a time coming, wherein God himſelf wil 
yindicate rhe truch of ' his owr/ Laws, againſt all per» 
ſong-whatſoever, that any manner of way" endeavour 
co mike-chem ved, Ia. 424 4.21, 2 Theſ, 1: 9,8: 


Ver, 


(3s5;) 


Ver.. 127. 


Torrefore 1 love thy Commandments abooe Gold yea, 
above fine Gold. 


Oh. 127, 
The time of tryal ro the ſcrvants'of Gods whethes 
they will keep his Commandments, or ao, is w 


ethers generally deſpiſe and contemn them, Caleb 
Poſua, Numb, 13. 25, Fol. 6.66. | 


Ver. 128, 


0 Therefore Iefteems all thy Precepts, concerning all things 
to be right * a1d I hate every falſc way. 


Gbſ, 1:8. 


As Gods loye is uniyceſal 10 his ſervants, {a their 
love and feſpe&s ought to be univerſal to his Com» 
mands, Luke 1.6. Ads 3, 22, oP” 


Part i179, Ver. 119. 


Thy Teflimonics are wonderful, therefore doth wy "font 
keep them. 


of ny. 


4 > ty 3g 94.10 
The,myſterics of Gods loyg to Mankindy aj full 
of pena 1 Ti, 3.16, __ |, ink 


61 .þ 


Yer, 


(86) 


Ver. 130, 


re eatrance of thy Words givtth Gebt 1 it yivtth an- 
derſtaading to the priple. 


OVf. 130. 


The beginning of the work of truc Grace: in the 
foa!, is the Illumination of the mind, 48s 16. 18. 
2 Cr.3.14. Joln. 9. 39. Heb. 10. 33, 


Ver. rz1. 
I opened my -_ ard panted : ſor 1 longed for tip 


Obſ. I3ts 


The mind enec enlightned with the, knowledg of 
the Truth, tirch longing drfires after t ras 
it, Prov. 3. $. 1 Pet. 2.2, 2 Pet. 3.1 


Ver. 132. 
Look thou upoz me, and be merciful unto me, a5 then 
oof 1s dv eats theſe ther love thy Name. 
' Obf.. 133. 
The tn. God in the light ef his Counrenance 
to 1 hint to codegvonr the 


CO oly Name, Cx. x. 2, 3+ 


x Jobs 4. 19. 


Ver. 


I 


($7) 


Ver. 133» 
Order my ſteps in thy word, and let 101 axy 6 /1quity hue 


elomanion outr me, 


Ver. 133- 


God is not only a Light t© his ſeryants feer, but al- 
ſo a Guide to cheir ſteps, otherwiſe they cannot eſcape 
che dominion of fin, Pſal. 31. 3. - Iſa, 38, tt. Luke 
Y. 79. Fer. 10, 23, Pal, 37. 23. 


Ver, 134, 


Deliver me from the #zpreſſion of man, ſo will 1 keep 
thy Precepts. 


Ob/. 134: . . 


Mthough ir be a Chriſtians duty ro boar with pati- 
ence a'l the Crofts and Aﬀflitions which Od... is 
—_—_ ro inflit upon Hin, yer it is nor unlawful Tor 

im to pray againſt them, Ges. 32, 11. Mat.26-39. 
2 Cor. 13. 7, 8, 9. Pal. 7. 


Ver. 135. 


Make thy Face to ſhine upon thy ſoyvatt, and teach 
me thy Statutes, 


Off. 135. 


The light of Gods Countenante, and the er 
es of Divine Knowledg, ar® two of che greateſt 
Congs, that any one can defire to enjoy in _rhis 
Werld, 


(88) 


World, Pſal. 4. 6, 7. Numb. 6. 23,24, 25, 26. 
Pſal: 3s 6, To 


Ver, I 36. 


Rivers of Waters run down mine e's, becauſe men 
keep not thy Law. | 


Ob/. x36. 


A man that hath eruc ſanf&ificd Grace, doth not 
onely grieve for his own, bur for ochers ſinsz Fer. 
9. 1,3, Lyke 19. 14,43. 2San. ts. 33. 


Parr 18. Ver. 137. 


© Righteous art tho, O Lord, and wpright are thy 
Judgments. 


Off, 137. 
o 
Such as God is in himſelf, ſuch are the Laws that 
iſue from him , Unchangeable, Rightcous, Holy, 
&c, Pſal. 11.7. 
Vet. 138. 


Thy Teftimonies which thou baſt commanded, ave righ- 
feos, and very faithf al. 


Obſ. 138. 


Gods commands are itdiſpurable by men, Gen, 22. 
3, 3+ Phil, 3, 14+ Rev. 22. 19- 


Ver. 


(89) 


Ver. 139. 


My n4al 'ath conſumed mc + becauſe mine enencics 
ave forgotten thy words. 


OIſ. 13g. 


Truct and ſound zeal for Gcd and his Law, doth 
ſtrengthen and forritic a believing fout againſt all op- 
polirion, > K/ngs 10. 16. Numb. 25.11.13, Tit, 
2. 14. Gal. 4.18, 


Ver. 149. 
Thy word is very pure : therefore thy ſirvant loveth it, 
Ob. 140. 


The purity of Gods word, is the ſole engagement 
Panatea and loye it, Pſal. 12. 6. and 19, 8- Phil.4 8. 


Ver. 141. 
I am ſmal aid deſpiſcd:yet co I not forget thy Precezts. 

. Ob). 141. 
By how much a believing ſoul is hated «0d 69« 
{piſed of the world, by ſo much the more doth he 
love and reſpe& the Word of God, Neve. 3. 19, 20+ 


and 13. 23. to the 30. 


Ver. 3 $42, 


Toy Righteouſniſs is an everlaſting n 
tiy Law is the truth. Gb, 


74 
Obſ. 142. 


Truth is the foundation , and Righteouſneſs the 
ſuperſtructure of Gods Laws, Iſa. 28. 16, 17, 76. 
14+15, 1C0.3-11, Ephcſ. 2. 30. 


Ver. 143. 


| Trouble and angoiſb bave taken bold on me : yet thy 
Commandments are m) delight, 


Obſ. 143. 


The Commandments of God arc of ſuch excellency 
and worth. to a belicving ſoul, that they adminiſter 
Joy to him in the midſt of all adyerſitics, Rom. 15. 4. 
Þ4 ym I, 33 4+ If, 66, $., with Verſ. 13, T4+ 1 Theſ, 
4+ 19» 


Ver. 144- 


_ tbe righteouſneſs of thy Teſtimonics is coerlaſtiog * 
give me underflanding, aud 1 fhall lie. 


Obſ. I144s 


A true underſtanding of Gods rightzous Judgments, 
doh pur lite and vigor into che drooping {zirirs of rhe 
Lorgs ſferyants, Aﬀts 8. 26, tothe cnd. Daz. 10. 9, 
L995 Ay 1+ 


Part 19, Ver, 145. 
I cried with my whole heart * bay me, © Lord, I wil 


Seed thy $hatutes. > 
- , : ; 0b/, 


\c 


er 
4+ 


$3 


Iz 


(759). 
\ Ghſ. 145+ 

Promiſes of obedience co God (where rrue-grace is 
in the heart) are the undoubrrd conſequences of mer 


cies rectived from him, 1 $en.1.46, 27, 28. Gens 
28, 20. 


Ver. 146. 


I tried unto thee, fave me: and 1 will keep thy 
Teftimanes, 


ON. 146. 


Mereies of Preſervatien do eall for works of /San- 
Kification, Brod, 13.2, Lev. 11,44: 


Ver, 147s« 


I prevented the dawrin; of the morning, and cried * 
1 boped in thy word. 
Obſ. 147+ 
A true Chriſtian is ſo far from deterring che time 
> doing his Duty, chat he is ofccncimes before-hand 
with Ged in the performance of its fox 20. 1,— 
ATI 10.24. 33+ 


Ver. 148. 


Mine eyes prevent the night Watches : that 1 might 
mealtate in thy word, 


K = 99]. 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


4 (92) 


Oh. 148, 


" Man being byNature prone toSpiritual Ouggiſhneſs 
is enabled by Grace, after his converſion, to ſtrive 
againſt its Cant, F. 2, 3, 4- 


Ver. 149. 

Hear my woice, O Lord, according to thy loving 
kinuneſs : 0 Lord, quicken me according, to thy Judg- 
ment. 

Obf. 149. 


+ A rrue ſabmiſſion ro Gods will, conſiſts in che fouls 
of himſelf ro his wiſe dipoſal, 2 Sam. 
3.18, Aﬀs 20, 22, $3, 24. ; 
, Ver. 150. 
They draw zieh that follow after miſchief * they av? 
far from tly Law. 


Obſ. 50, 

They that delight is doing miſchief, have no crue 
acquaintance with Gods Jaws, 1 Sam. 2. 13. 1/4, 1.3- 
Pſal. 95. 10. 

Ver. 15 n 


ur art near, O Lord : and all thy commandments arc 
Irxb, 


66. 


s, 
ve 


(93) 


Ob, 151% 
Miſchief cannot be ſo near the ſervants of God for 


their ruin, as God is near for theis deliverance. Gin 
32, Is 2. Pal, 134+ 


Ver. 152, 


Concerning thy teftimonies, 1 baye known of old : that 
thou haſt founded them for cucr, 


"Ob. 153. 


As God is true and dnchangeable ; {o are his Laws 
upchangeably' rruc. Adat. 3. 6. Jer. 2. 36. 


Part 20, Ver. 153, 


Conſicer mine affliflion, and Acliver me * for 1 do net 
forget thy Law. , 


Ob, 153- 
It is wiſdome in Gogs ſeryancs in the time of cheis 
diſtrefſes, ro make their addreſſes wh-lly to him. 


1 Sam. 30. 6. 2 Chron. 20, 13. Ger. 32.7, 8,9, 10, 
14. and chap, 35. 3. 


Ver. 154. 


Plead my cauſe and deliver me © quicken me according 
to thy word, 


(78) 


Oh, IF 4+ 
When God pleads che cauſe of bis Servants, they 
will have cauſe enough to rejoyce in Spirit, Iſa, 3. 
120. with chap. 51. 22+ and 65. 13,14. 
Ver. 15F, 


Salvation is far from the wicked * for they ſeek not thy 
Fatutts, 


0b, reg." 

They do. bur flarter themſelyes in the hopes of their 
Salvation, that ragke.it not their main buſineſs to en- 
quire afrer the Laws of their Redeemer, 1/a. 29,133 
14. chap. 50, 11. | 

Ver. 156. 


Great ave thy texder mertics, O Lord © quick me dc» 
cording to thy judgments. 


Ob, 156. 
> Gads tnexcics to the ſons of ren, are paſt apprehen» 
fion by them. 1/z. 55. 7. Pſal. $06.7, and 108, 4, 
Ex0, I5. 13. Pſal, 136, ms 

Ver, 157. 


Many art wy perſecutors and mine enemies : yer de 1106 
aec/me jrom thy teſtimonies. 


(79) 
Oh. 157. 


Fhey that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus,muſt look 
for oppofition, truth hach alwayes had many enemies, 
Mat, $. 10, 11, 12, Aits 7. 57. and chap. 14. 21, 2, 

Ver. 153, 


I beheld the traxſgreſſor5,.nd was grieved : becauſe they 
kept not thy Law, 


Ob. 158, 

That which is gricfro the ſpirit of God, cannot bur 
be a grief to the ſpiric of his Servants, Pſal. 31. 18. 
Fmdyes 2. x, 2, 3» 4+ 1 Sam. 15.11. Neb. 13. 7, 8. 

Ver. 189. 


_— bow 1 love thy precepts © quickes mt, O Lords: 
according to thy loving kindueſſe. 


0b.” $9, 

So great is the profir, and ſo {weer are the comforts 
of divine knowledge to a believing ſoul, chat there is 
no end of his defires and longings after it. Phil:3.18. 
to 17. 2 Pct. 3. 1$. 


Ver. 166; 


Thy word is true from the Meg/enirg and evtry one ff 
thy rightcows judgments endlur 


or covers 


K 4 6b, 


, 


(96) 


Ob. 16%. 


That Do&rin which is moſt ancientgis the trueſt;& 
the Ordinances thereof, Ordinances of righteouſneſſc: 
neither of which arc to be made null whilcſt zhe world 
endurith. Pſz! 100. wlt, fer. 6.16. Mat. 13. 35. 


Part 21, Ver. 161, 


Princes beve prrſecuted me without a cauſe * but my 
heart fhandeth in awe of thy ward. 


0b. 161: 

The ryrennical Princes of the earth,neyer hag any 
Juſt caule to exerciſe the cruelry of. rheir perſecutions 
upon the Servants of God, nor have they ar any rime 
prevail'd againſt the crutch, though they have been 
never [ſo bloody and violent in the proſecution of rheir 
bloody Laws ; 


Exemplified in Cc31, Pharoch, Pauls Herod, and ſuce 
ceſſive Tyranes ſince Chrilt, - 


Ver. 162. 
1 reqaye at thy word ,as one that findetb great ſpoil, 


Ob, 162. 


No outward fliciry can more rejoyce the heart of 
worldly men : then che (aving knowledge of Gods word 
doth the ſouls of his ſeryants. Pſal. 4. 6, 7, 1/4. 4%» 
Yr, and 16, 12313. 14+ 


Ver, 


py 


! 


(97) 
Ver. 163. 
I hate and aber lying * but thy Law ds 1 low, 
0b. 163. 
Wharſoever is direQly oppoſite, and contrary to the 


Law of God, is hateful co the fouls of thoſe that love 
the cruch, Pſal. 97. 10, Pſal, 101, 3. 


Ver. 164+ 


Sever times a day do 1 praife thee 3 becauſe of y 
righteous jdgment;. 


Ob. 164. 


As often as « believing ſoul doth ſcriouſly 
the rightcoulneſs of Gods Laws ; ſo often doth he ad» 
mireand praiſe the wiſdome thereof, Lu, 4. 23+ 1/4 
5. I. Lg 119. 18, Iſz, 56, 16. 


/ 


Ver. 165. 


Great Peace beve they that lowe thy Law : and nathing 
ſball offend them. 


Ob. 165, 
The true ſanRified knowledge of Gods Laws, doth 


give the ſoul unſpeakable (atisfaRion, Pal. 25, 1 Cor. 
2, 62 7, 8, 3, \ 


Ver 


(82) 
Ver, 166. 


Lord, I baut hoped for thy ſalvation : and bave done thy 
commandme lt :. , 


Ob. 166, 


A Chriſtians true hope for (alvarion, is accompart= 
ed with truc-and ſound obedience to Chrifts come 
mands. L4.6, 46. 1 J0. 2 3, 4: 5+ Pſal. 73, 24: 


Ver. 167, 


* My ſoul bath kent thy teſtimonies : and 1 love the n ex- 
ceedine!y. 


6b. 168. | 
The ſacred"arid fanRified love of a Belicyers heart ro 


the Teſtimonies of Gods mouth, are the ſtrongeſt ob» ' 
ligations that bind him. ro keep them, Jo. 14, 15, 


21, 223 23z 24+ Cant. 8, 6, 7 
Ver, 168, 


Theve kept thy Precepts and thy Teftimonies * ſor all 
my wayes are before thee. 


Gb/. 168, 


A fincere heart defires to be that in ſecret with God, 
as heis jn publick ; to be that in his very heart and 
ſoul, as he is in words ; to be that inwardly, as he is 
ourwardly: and can as truly grieve for 2 ſecret corrup- 
tion, as for a fin that he doth commit in the yiew of 


— 


i <a — 


$1 


ik 


| 


(83) 
the world. Pal. 19.12, Pſal, 51.6, Cont. ». 14; 
Fits 13. 34» : 


Part 34. Ver. 169. 


Let my Cry come near before thee, 0 Lord © git me wits 
derſtanding according to thy word. 


Ob, 169. 


As Prayer is a duty belonging to every Chriſtia 
ſo ir is requiſite and neceflary chat he underſtands him 
ſelf in- the performance of this dury; 'x Cor. 14 15, 
Prov. 3. 7+ Pal, 47-7. and 49. 3+ 


Ver. 170. 


Let my ſupplication come before thee * deliver me a= 
cording to thy word. 


0h. 170. 


The work of faithfull Prayer, is roger the heart as 
near to God as poſſibly may be. Pſal. 66. 18, 19; 
and $6, 11. and 73. 28. and 69.13, 18, 7a. 4.8. 
Heb. 10, 23, with chav. 4+ 16- 


Ver. 191, 


My lips ſball utter praiſe , w'en thou baſt taught mt 
thy ſtatutes, 


Ob. 171, 
Thoſe whom God hath raught, by his Starures, to 
walk in his wayes,rheir hearts and lips arc full of his 


praiſes, 


7 x 


prazfie,” Pſal. nn," 22, 23+ and 105. 45, Jer, 33. 


40, II, . 


I 


Ver. 173. 


My tongueſhall ſpeak of thy ware : ſor all thy came 
nandments are righteouſneſs. : 


Oh. 17%. 


The conſideration of the righteouſneſs of Gods 
Laws, <mboldens the profeſſors -aud practitioners 
theregf, to open their mouchs in vindication of them 
Pſal. 145.17. Roni. 1. 16. Pſal. 46.9. 14. 51.78, 


| | Ver. 173» 
It thine band keep me : far 1 have choſes thy precepts, 
Ob. 173+ 
They that put to their helping hand, to advance 
Gods righteous Laws, may be* bold and corfideny of 


divine aſliſtance, to go through with their work. 1/c. 
43- I, 3. Kev. 1. 9+, to the end. 


Ver, 174. 


I hav longed for thy ſal-;1tion © and thy law is my de» 
light, 


O57. 17 4+ 


They whoſe hearts do rake delight in ({carching af- 
ter Gods, Lawe arc* in the mean time tull of longing 
dcfires after that Salvation which God hath promiſcd 


to 


«a % 


(Tory. 
te thoſe that keep them, P/al.!4.2."2, and B85. 9. and 
116, 13, Heb. 6. 9, 10, 1 Pet, x, 9, 16. 2. 29, 30» 


Ver. 175. 


L.tt my ſoul five, and it (hall praiſe thee * aad let thy 
judgments belp me. 


( Ob. 178. 


Sacred praiſe is the end of all holy duties, Pſal.4. 
7. compared with 1 Thy. 4. 14, 15,16, 17+ 
« Rev. 19. v.1.co8, 


Ver. 176. 
I hav? gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant : for 
| i do x6t forget thy commandments. 
0b, 176. 
\ There is not one of the Servants of God upen carth, 
Fr be he never ſo righteous, but ſome times, in lome 
% things, hath erred and gone aſtray, Fa, 3. 2. Kecle- 


7.20, 1 Pit. 2, 25, 


FINIS. 


